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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
LIBYA—PART 1 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

JT 1011/1 No. 1 

CYRENAICA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1950 


Mr. Ravensdale to Mr. Bevin. 

(No. 13. Confidential) Benghazi, 

Sir, 6th February, 1951. 

I have the honour to transmit my Annual 
Review of political developments in Cyre- 
naica during 1950. 

I have, &c. 

T. C. RAVENSDALE. 


Enclosure in No. 1 
Cyrenaican Annual Review, 1950 

The Amir 

As the Cyrenaican Government settled 
down to its task, the Amir showed less 
inclination to act as executive head of the 
Government and an increasing tendency to 
assume the position of a constitutional 
monarch. Preoccupation with business 
arising out of the United Nations resolution 
for the establishment of an independent and 
united Libyan State gave him less time to 
supervise the details of internal government 
which he left more and more to the Prime 
Minister. 

2. The affairs of the numerous Senussi 
family caused him considerable anxiety and 
Particularly the tendency of his relations to 
interfere in politics and use their family 
position to further their private interests. 
In order to check these activities, the Amir 
enacted a Senussi Family Law which pro¬ 
hibited the participation of his relations in 
Politics or their employment in Government 
Service. In consequence, those relations 
holding official posts resigned from Govern¬ 
ment service, being granted allowances 
fi'om the Civil List in compensation. At 
(he same time, the Amir increased the 
allowances of the heads of the six branches 
°f the family to enable them to maintain 
their position in a state of suitable dignity. 

This involved a more costly Civil List 
than the limited resources of the territory 
could really afford. It was anticipated, 
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however, tnat when the unity of Libya was 
realised and the Amir established as King, 
the burden would no longer fall upon 
Cyrenaica only, but would be a charge upon 
the Central Libyan Government budget. 

3. As plans for the implementation of the 
United Nations resolution began to take 
shape it became increasingly clear that the 
Amir would become the keystone of the 
arch of Libyan unity. In consequence he 
was assailed by an unending stream of 
United Nations officials, Libyan politicians 
and importunate place-seekers. Through 
all this hubbub he kept his equanimity 
extremely well, and his pronouncements 
were remarkable for their moderation and 
good sense. 

Internal Affairs 

4. Throughout the year the internal 
administration of Cyrenaica has been 
entirely in the hands of the Cyrenaican 
Ministers appointed under the Constitution 
enacted on 18th September, 1949. In the 
early stages some instability was noticeable. 
The first Prime Minister (Dr. Fathi Bey el 
Kekhia) never took over the reins of office 
and resigned in November 1949, being suc¬ 
ceeded by his father Omar Mansour Pasha 
el Kekhia whose autocratic and nepotic 
conduct quickly incensed the tribes and 
towns alike. At an angry meeting of the 
National Congress early in March 1950, led 
by Sayed Abul Qasim (a cousin of the 
Amir), an almost unanimous resolution was 
passed demanding Omar Pasha's dismissal. 
The Amir at once summoned a meeting of 
the National Congress and after thanking 
them for their past services, told them that 
in view of the forthcoming elections for an 
Assembly of Representatives, the National 
Congress was dissolved. 

On the advice of the British Resident that 
Omar Mansour Pasha had clearly lost the 
confidence of the people, the Amir called 
upon him to resign. 
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5. In consequence, the Prime Minister 
submitted his Cabinet's resignation to the 
Amir on 9th March, 1950. After a short 
delay to allow tempers to cool, the Amir 
called upon Mohammed Bey Saqisly (the 
former Minister of Justice) to form a 
Cabinet. The new Cabinet, appointed by 
an Amirial Iradah of 18th March, was 
composed as follows: — 

Prime Minister and Minister of Justice: 

Mohammed el Saqisly; 

Minister of Works and Communications: 

Ali Assad el Jerby; 

Minister of Interior: Hussein el Maziq; 

Minister of Finance and Education: 

Mohammed bu Djaja; 

Minister of Agriculture and Forests: 

Abd el Qadir el Allam; 

Minister of Health: Saadallah bin Saoud. 

The only new Minister was Abd el Qader el 
Allam, a senior official of the Ministry of the 
Interior, whose appointment was designed 
to placate the powerful Abeidat tribe, not 
previously represented in the Cabinet. This 
Cabinet continued unchanged until the end 
of the year except that Ali Assad el Jerby 
became Minister without portfolio on his 
appointment as the Cyrenaican representa¬ 
tive on the Advisory Council of the United 
Nations Commission for Libya. He was 
replaced by Abd el Hamid bin Halim (a 
Cyrenaican employed in the Egyptian 
Ministry of Works) as Minister of Works 
and Communications. Subsequently, the 
Education portfolio was transferred from 
the Minister of Finance to the Minister of 
Health. In spite of some opposition from 
dissident elements, the new Cabinet settled 
down reasonably well and the political 
atmosphere became noticeably more stable. 
Particularly good progress was made in the 
enactment of legislation. 

6. The Prime Minister showed praise¬ 
worthy firmness in handling the members of 
the Omar Mukhtar Club who became active 
in opposition to the idea of negotiating a 
treaty with His Majesty’s Government. By 
the enactment of a law governing associa¬ 
tions and a press law for the control of 
newspapers, the activities of this recalcitrant 
organisation were considerably curtailed. 
The use of the title “ Omar Mukhtar ” was 
prohibited by the Council of Ministers and 
the club renamed itself the “ National 
Association.” The Club’s Boy Scouts, which 
had been trained for subversive activities 
rather than on Baden-Powell principles, 
were dissolved. In March the Association’s 


newspaper El Watan was suspended for 
two months on account of a vitriolic per¬ 
sonal attack on the British Resident for 
“ endeavouring to perpetuate a colonisation 
regime through the medium of a treaty.” 
It was also closed down for a further period 
in October for publishing articles criticising 
the Government which were calculated to 
disturb the public peace. 

His Majesty's Government’s decision to 
postpone the negotiation of a treaty on the 
insistence of the United Nations Commis¬ 
sioner in Libya contributed to neutralise 
dissident opposition to the Government and 
by the middle of the year it was apparent 
that the country unanimously supported the 
Amir in his policy for the political future of 
the country. 

7. The activities of the politically-minded 
elements were diverted into more legitimate 
channels by the holding of elections for 
the Assembly of Representatives under the 
Constitution. It was decided that the 
Assembly should be composed of fifty 
elected members and ten members nomi¬ 
nated by His Highness the Amir. Registra¬ 
tion of voters and preparation of electoral 
rolls took place in May and the general 
election was held on 5th June, the propor¬ 
tion of voters who went to the poll being 
80 per cent, in the towns and 56 per cent, 
in the tribal districts. While the elections 
were not conducted on the party system, 
the result gave forty-four seats to the Con¬ 
servative Senussi loyalists and six to the 
Left-wing National Association (ex-Omar 
Mukhtar). 

After an official opening by the Amir on 
12th June and the election of a President 
(Rashid el Kekhia, brother of Omar 
Mansour Pasha) the Assembly was pro¬ 
rogued sine die. It reassembled on 21st 
October and the first session which lasted 
until 15th December was occupied mainly 
with discussions on criticisms of the Gov¬ 
ernment raised by the National Association 
group who were by far the most vocal 
element in the Chamber. 

Cyrenaican Civil Service 

8. In the course of the year, most of 
the United Kingdom based officials were 
offered and accepted contracts with the 
Cyrenaican Government. Some opposition 
was noticeable among the Ministers to 
the employment of British Advisers and 
Administrative officials other than techni¬ 
cians. There was also considerable criticism 
in the local press of the number of British 
officials employed particularly in the Public 
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Works Department and the high cost of 
their salaries and allowances. It was, how¬ 
ever, appreciated by the Amir and his 
Ministers that the employment of foreign 
technicians would be necessary for a long 
period and His Majesty's Government were 
asked to recruit more doctors, veterinary 
surgeons and agriculturists from the United 
Kingdom. While many of the British 
officials quickly established good relations 
with the Ministers, others were not assimi¬ 
lated so easily and were only accepted under 
protest. 

9. There was also a measure of discon¬ 
tent, mainly unjustified, among some of the 
more recently joined British staff, arising 
from a dislike of the authority of the 
Cyrenaican Ministers and from grievances 
about conditions of employment in Cvre- 
naica. On the whole, however, the British 
staff settled down harmoniously under the 
new regime, and tribute is due to the 
steadiness and patience they displayed 
under somewhat unexpected and uncon¬ 
genial circumstances. 

10. The total number of posts in the 
Civil Service earmarked for British officials 
was 262 of which 185 were occupied by 
United Kingdom based staff and 14 by 
locally engaged British persons, while 62 
posts were unfilled. Thus, in a total of 
1.400 established posts, approximately 19 
per cent, were earmarked for British staff. 
The cost of the British staff in the 1950-51 
financial year was estimated at approxi¬ 
mately £E.328,000. 

11. In the Cyrenaican element of the 
Civil Service, there was noticeable a ten¬ 
dency for appointments and promotions to 
be dependent upon political or family 
influence rather than on merit or profes¬ 
sional qualifications. There was consider¬ 
able and justifiable criticism of the 
appointment of illiterate persons to estab¬ 
lished posts in the lower grades, but as time 
went on this tendency showed signs of 
correction. 

It is, however, a matter which requires 
careful watching by the British advisers and 
heads of departments if proper standards of 
efficiency are to be maintained. 

Foreign Affairs 

12. In consequences of preparations for 
the implementation of the United Nations 
resolution of November 1949, whereby 
Libya is to become a sovereign independent 
State, there was noticeable an increasing 
international interest in the affairs of the 
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Libyan territories. This was accentuated in 
the case of Cyrenaica by the prospect of the 
Amir’s becoming the King of the future 
Libyan State. Apart from Great Britain, 
the countries mainly interested were France, 
United States, Italy and Egypt and the 
interest was manifested through the medium 
of foreign consulates and visiting journal¬ 
ists. In January a senior member of the 
French Consular Service was posted to 
Benghazi in the person of M. Pierre Meyer 
who took a close interest in constitutional 
and political development in the territory. 
Meyer was replaced by M. Hubert Moreau 
in November. In July a United States 
Consulate was established under Mr. Bolard 
More who was transferred from Tangier. A 
vice-consul and a commercial attache were 
subsequently added to his staff. 

In November an honorary Belgian Consul, 
M. Robert Misson (formerly employed in 
the British Administration), was appointed. 
There were several visits by representatives 
of foreign newspapers including New York 
Life, London Daily Telegraph and Daily 
Mail and the Italian II Tempo. 

13. There were signs that the French 
Government, although disliking Libyan 
unity, preferred a united Libyan State under 
the Amir to an independent Tripolitania. 
M. Balay, the French Representative on the 
United Nations Advisory Council for Libya, 
visited the Amir twice bringing expressions 
of friendship from his Government which 
were cordially reciprocated by the Amir. 

14. The announcement of the National 
Assembly's invitation early in December to 
the Amir to become King of Libya produced 
congratulatory messages from His Majesty’s 
Government, France, United States, also 
from the King of Jordan, the Regent of 
Iraq and the Imam of the Yemen. 

15. The uneasy relations with Egypt 
engendered by the asylum given by the 
Amir to three Ikhwan el Muslimin refugees 
in 1949 were gradually improved by the 
Amir’s firm attitude, and frontier restric¬ 
tions were lifted and the Cyrenaican 
hostages released early in 1950. Relations 
with Egypt continued, however, to be 
hampered by the anti-Senussi tone of the 
Egyptian press and the attempts of Azzam 
Pasha to discredit the work of the Libyan 
National Assembly and his efforts to 
influence the establishment of the Libyan 
State according to Egyptian ideas regard¬ 
less of the wishes of the Libyan people. 

16. Relations with Great Britain remained 
extremely cordial and the desire for a long¬ 
term association was repeatedly expressed 
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by the Amir and his Ministers as well as by 
the tribal leaders. 

Some signs of irritation at the retention 
by the army of civilian public buildings in 
Benghazi (especially the hospital) were 
apparent, but there was no pressure for the 
evacuation of British troops whose relations 
with the local population continued to be 
friendly. Indeed, reports that Tobruk was 
to be evacuated by British troops caused the 
Amir considerable uneasiness and necessi¬ 
tated reassurances of British responsibilities 
for the defence of Cyrenaican frontiers. 


Future Libyan State 

17. Opinion in Cyrenaica which had, in 
the past, mainly favoured a separate inde¬ 
pendent Cyrenaica, gradually came round 
to accepting the idea of Libyan unity which 
the United Nations prescribed at their 1949 
Assembly and for which there was much 
propaganda locally from Tripolitania and 
Egypt. In February the Cyrenaican 
National Congress informed the United 
Nations Commissioner in Libya that they 
were prepared to accept Libyan unity on a 
federal basis under the crown of the Amir 
Sayed Idris, but could not accept a fully 
unified State. Subsequently, the Cyrenaican 
representatives on the Preparatory Com¬ 
mittee set up by Mr. Pelt in July adopted as 
their aim, the establishment of a Libyan 
independent State on a federal basis under 
the crown of Sayed Idris. It was evident 
that this programme was acceptable to the 
Omar Mukhtar group as well as the Senussi 
loyalists. The tribal leaders, however, 
jealous of their share in the overthrow of 
the Italian colonial regime during the recent 
war, were inclined to insist upon retaining 
the widest measure of local autonomy com¬ 
patible with a united Libya. 

18. As the year progressed it became clear 
that the Cyrenaicans and Tripolitanians 
were reaching a common basis of agreement 
on the future of Libya and this was mani¬ 
fested by the resolution passed by the 
National Assembly (set up by the United 
Nations Commissioner in accordance with 
the United Nations resolution in November) 
on 2nd December, deciding that the Amir 
Sayed Idris should be King of Libya and 
that the form of the Libyan State should be 
federal and democratic. 

19. This decision was disliked by Egyptian 
thought which preferred a unitary form of 
government in which the Tripolitanians (and 
through them, Egyptian influence) would 
predominate. There was manifest in 


Tripolitania some activity, mainly organised 
by Beshir Saadawi (who arrived from Egypt 
in mid-December) and Mustafa Mizran 
(who returned from Lake Success at the end 
of November), to stir up local feeling on 
these lines. There were, however, no reper- 
sussions in Cyrenaica which unanimously 
approved of the decisions of the National 
Assembly. 

Finance and Development 

20. Discussions were held with the 
Cyrenaican Ministers during the visit of 
C.F.E., F.O.A.A.T. in March regarding the 
form of the Cyrenaican budget. His 
Majesty's Government offered to give to the 
Cyrenaican Government the greatest 
measure of control consistent with the 
terms of the Transitional Powers Proclama¬ 
tion. At that time, however, the Ministers 
favoured the retention of complete control 
by the British Treasury, but subsequently 
changed their attitude and demanded com¬ 
plete financial autonomy. To this demand 
His Majesty’s Government replied that 
while they were prepared to renew the offer 
made in March, the Government of Cyre¬ 
naica was in receipt of a grant-in-aid from 
His Majesty’s Government and that it was 
the constitutional duty of His Majesty's 
Government to ensure that the funds so 
provided were expended with economy and 
efficiency and only for the objects for which 
they were provided. 

21. The terms of the increased financial 
independence offered were that the 
Cyrenaican revenue should be under the 
Cyrenaican Government's control, but that 
the grant-in-aid should be controlled by 
His Majesty’s Government and should be 
divided as follows: — 

(a) Part I covering the cost of United 

Kingdom based personnel in the 
service of the Cyrenaican Govern¬ 
ment. 

( b ) Part II to consist, within an agreed 
maximum, of funds equivalent to 
50 per cent, of the cost of the educa¬ 
tion, public health and agricultural 
services. 

(c) Part III—expenditure on capital 

development projects. 

Under this proposal, no scrutiny would be 
necessary of the Cyrenaican Government 
budget as such, and the only control exer¬ 
cised from London would be the approval 
of the services and sums made available for 
them in the grant-in-aid under (a) and (c) 
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ove. This matter was still under con- 
ieration by the Cyrenaican Government 
the end of the year. 

22. A Project Board was set up by the 
'renaican Government. Among the 
velopment schemes which took shape 
jre plans for improving Benghazi water 
pply by piping from bores near Benina 
id also a project for a new power station 

Benghazi for which the contractors are 
essrs. Laing, London. 

23. In July, an exploratory mission under 
e auspices of the United Nations and 
;aded by Dr. Carter Goodrich, arrived in 
Jnghazi to examine the possibilities of 


economic and agricultural development in 
Cyrenaica. 

24. In September, G.H.Q. Disposals 
Branch terminated the Desert Salvage Con¬ 
tract and relinquished the remainder of the 
scrap to the Cyrenaican Government who 
farmed out its collection to local contract. 

25. Efforts were made to accustom the 
Cyrenaican Government to the idea of co¬ 
ordinating arrangements with Tripolitania 
on subjects likely to be centralised in the 
future Libyan Government such as cur¬ 
rency. telecommunications and customs 
regulations and tariffs. 


T 1961/3 No. 2 

THE NEW TRIPOLITANIAN GOVERNMENT 


Mr. Bevin to Mr. Blackley ( Tripoli ) 


4o. 64) Foreign Office, 

Telegraphic) 8 th March, 1951. 

Your telegram No. 77. 

Please give Mahmoud Bey Muntasser the 
allowing message from me: — 

On behalf of His Majesty’s Government, 
send you all good wishes for the success of 
he new Tripolitanian Government and my 
ongratulations on your appointment as 


President of the Council. This is an essen¬ 
tial step towards the establishment of an 
independent and sovereign Libya, in fulfil¬ 
ment of the desire of the people of 
Tripolitania to assume their responsibilities 
and in accordance with the resolutions of the 
United Nations and of Libyan National 
Assembly. 


VT 1051/65 


No 3 


EXTRACT FROM ANGLO-ITALIAN TALKS 


Meeting at 10 Downing Street, S.W. 1, 13th—14//? March, 1951 

Present: 


Signor De Gasperi. 
Count Sforza. 

Duke Gallarati Scotti. 
Signor Guidotti. 
Signor Canali. 

Signor Mondello. 
Signor Theodoli. 


Prime Minister. 
Secretary of State. 
Sir William Strang. 
Sir Victor Mallet. 
Sir Pierson Dixon. 
Sir Andrew Noble. 
Mr. Bowker. 

Mr. Barclay. 

Mr. G. P. Young. 
Mr. Rickett. 


Turning to the future settlement of 
Libya, he thought that recent developments 
•uggested that His Majesty’s Government 
^ere less in favour of a loose federation and 
nore in favour of a unitary State. This 
night well be because of a lack of sympathy 
)n the part of the local population. The 
*eal concern of the Italian Government was 
; he survival of the Italian community. He 
43469 


asked for support in negotiations with the 
regional States so that Italy could settle 
separate agreements clearly and not run the 
risk of being annihilated by a possible 
unitary Government. 

Mr. Bowker said that he could give an 
assurance that doubtful cases would be 
sympathetically considered through the 
United Nations Tribunal charged with these 
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by the Amir and his Ministers as well as by 
the tribal leaders. 

Some signs of irritation at the retention 
by the army of civilian public buildings in 
Benghazi (especially the hospital) were 
apparent, but there was no pressure for the 
evacuation of British troops whose relations 
with the local population continued to be 
friendly. Indeed, reports that Tobruk was 
to be evacuated by British troops caused the 
Amir considerable uneasiness and necessi¬ 
tated reassurances of British responsibilities 
for the defence of Cyrenaican frontiers. 


Future Libyan State 

17. Opinion in Cyrenaica which had, in 
the past, mainly favoured a separate inde¬ 
pendent Cyrenaica, gradually came round 
to accepting the idea of Libyan unity which 
the United Nations prescribed at their 1949 
Assembly and for which there was much 
propaganda locally from Tripolitania and 
Egypt. In February the Cyrenaican 
National Congress informed the United 
Nations Commissioner in Libya that they 
were prepared to accept Libyan unity on a 
federal basis under the crown of the Amir 
Sayed Idris, but could not accept a fully 
unified State. Subsequently, the Cyrenaican 
representatives on the Preparatory Com¬ 
mittee set up by Mr. Pelt in July adopted as 
their aim, the establishment of a Libyan 
independent State on a federal basis under 
the crown of Sayed Idris. It was evident 
that this programme was acceptable to the 
Omar Mukhtar group as well as the Senussi 
loyalists. The tribal leaders, however, 
jealous of their share in the overthrow of 
the Italian colonial regime during the recent 
war, were inclined to insist upon retaining 
the widest measure of local autonomy com¬ 
patible with a united Libya. 

18. As the year progressed it became clear 
that the Cyrenaicans and Tripolitanians 
were reaching a common basis of agreement 
on the future of Libya and this was mani¬ 
fested by the resolution passed by the 
National Assembly (set up by the United 
Nations Commissioner in accordance with 
the United Nations resolution in November) 
on 2nd December, deciding that the Amir 
Sayed Idris should be King of Libya and 
that the form of the Libyan State should be 
federal and democratic. 

19. This decision was disliked by Egyptian 
thought which preferred a unitary form of 
government in which the Tripolitanians (and 
through them, Egyptian influence) would 
predominate. There was manifest in 


Tripolitania some activity, mainly organisi 
by Beshir Saadawi (who arrived from Egyj 
in mid-December) and Mustafa Mizn 
(who returned from Lake Success at the ei 
of November), to stir up local feeling < 
these lines. There were, however, no repe 
sussions in Cyrenaica which unanimous 
approved of the decisions of the Nation 
Assembly. 

Finance and Development 

20. Discussions were held with t 
Cyrenaican Ministers during the visit 
C.F.E., F.O.A.A.T. in March regarding t 
form of the Cyrenaican budget. F 
Majesty's Government offered to give to t 
Cyrenaican Government the great* 
measure of control consistent with t 
terms of the Transitional Powers Proclam 
tion. At that time, however, the Ministe 
favoured the retention of complete conti 
by the British Treasury, but subsequent 
changed their attitude and demanded coi 
plete financial autonomy. To this demai 
His Majesty’s Government replied th 
while they were prepared to renew the off 
made in March, the Government of Cyt 
naica was in receipt of a grant-in-aid fro 
His Majesty’s Government and that it w 
the constitutional duty of His Majest] 
Government to ensure that the funds 
provided were expended with economy ai 
efficiency and only for the objects for wnii 
they were provided. 

21. The terms of the increased financi 
independence offered were that t 
Cyrenaican revenue should be under t 
Cyrenaican Government's control, but tli 
the grant-in-aid should be controlled 
His Majesty’s Government and should 
divided as follows: — 

(«) Part 1 covering the cost of Unit 
Kingdom based personnel in t 
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maximum, of funds equivalent 
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them in the grant-in-aid under (a) and 
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above. This matter was still under con¬ 
sideration by the Cyrenaican Government 
at the end of the year. 

22. A Project Board was set up by the 
Cyrenaican Government. Among the 
development schemes which took shape 
were plans for improving Benghazi water 
supply by piping from bores near Benina 
and also a project for a new power station 
at Benghazi for which the contractors are 
Messrs. Laing, London. 

23. In July, an exploratory mission under 
the auspices of the United Nations and 
headed by Dr. Carter Goodrich, arrived in 
Benghazi to examine the possibilities of 


economic and agricultural development in 
Cyrenaica. 

24. In September, G.H.Q. Disposals 
Branch terminated the Desert Salvage Con¬ 
tract and relinquished the remainder of the 
scrap to the Cyrenaican Government who 
farmed out its collection to local, contract. 

25. Efforts were made to accustom the 
Cyrenaican Government to the idea of co¬ 
ordinating arrangements with Tripolitania 
on subjects likely to be centralised in the 
future Libyan Government such as cur¬ 
rency, telecommunications and customs 
regulations and tariffs. 


JT 1961/3 No. 2 

THE NEW TRIPOLITANIAN GOVERNMENT 

Mr. Bevin to Mr. Blackley (Tripoli ) 


(No. 64) Foreign Office, 

(Telegraphic) Srh March, 1951. 

Your telegram No. 77. 

Please give Mahmoud Bey Muntasser the 
following message from me: — 

On behalf of His Majesty’s Government, 
I send you all good wishes for the success of 
the new Tripolitanian Government and my 
congratulations on your appointment as 


President of the Council. This is an essen¬ 
tial step towards the establishment of an 
independent and sovereign Libya, in fulfil¬ 
ment of the desire of the people of 
Tripolitania to assume their responsibilities 
and in accordance with the resolutions of the 
United Nations and of Libyan National 
Assembly. 


WT 1051/65 No 3 

EXTRACT FROM ANGLO-ITALIAN TALKS 


Meeting at 10 Downing Street, S.JT. 1, 13th-14//j March, 1951 

Present: 


Signor De Gasperi. 
Count Sforza. 

Duke Gallarati Scotti. 
Signor Guidotti. 
Signor Canali. 

Signor Mondello. 
Signor Theodoli. 


Prime Minister. 
Secretary of State. 
Sir William Strang. 
Sir Victor Mallet. 
Sir Pierson Dixon. 
Sir Andrew Noble. 
Mr. Bowker. 

Mr. Barclay. 

Mr. G. P. Young. 
Mr. Rickett. 


Turning to the future settlement of 
Libya, he thought that recent developments 
suggested that His Majesty’s Government 
were less in favour of a loose federation and 
more in favour of a unitary State. This 
might well be because of a lack of sympathy 
on the part of the local population. The 
real concern of the Italian Government was 
the survival of the Italian community. He 
43469 


asked for support in negotiations with the 
regional States so that Italy could settle 
separate agreements clearly and not run the 
risk of being annihilated by a possible 
unitary Government. 

Mr. Bowker said that he could give an 
assurance that doubtful cases would be 
sympathetically considered through the 
United Nations Tribunal charged with these 
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matters. His Majesty’s Government had 
not changed their view that the best 
arrangement was a loose federation with 
local autonomy in each State. This was 
also best in His Majesty’s Government’s 
view for the Italian community in Tripoli. 
His Majesty’s Government had, of course, 
to take into account the views of the 
Libyan population, who were directly con¬ 
cerned. 

Signor Guidotti expressed the hope that 
in view of the large Italian economic 
interests in Libya the Italian Government 
might participate in and subscribe to the 
State Bank. 

Mr. Bowker said that this and other 
matters were being discussed at a meeting 
called the following day by Mr. Pelt in 
London. His Majesty’s Government had 
suggested that there should be no central 


bank but a currency board. Exchange 
control should be under the Libyan 
Government. There should also be a 
stabilisation board to deal with such matters 
as droughts, &c. 

Signor Guidotti said he presumed that 
the currency board would have some gold 
cover. 

Mr. Bowker said it was intended that it 
should have sterling backing. 

Signor Guidotti suggested that the back¬ 
ing should be international. 

Mr. Bowker said it had been suggested 
but had been considered impracticable. 
The matter would be explained at Mr. Pelt’s 
meeting referred to above, at which the 
Italian Government would be represented. 

Sir William Strang said the matter would 
be discussed the following afternoon. 


JT 1511/161 No. 4 

TRANSFER OF POWER IN TRIPOLITANIA 

Mr. Blackley to Mr. Morrison. (Received 4th April ) 


(No. 67. Confidential) Tripoli, 

Sir, 22nd March, 1951. 

I have the honour to inform you that in 
accordance with the arrangements pre¬ 
viously concerted with you I set up a 
Provisional Regional Government in 
Tripolitania on 8th March, the date on 
which the Transitional Powers Proclamation 
came into force. 

2. The Council of Regency in which the 
powers of government are vested consists of 
the President, Mahmud Bey al Muntasser, 
who in addition to the office of Prime 
Minister also holds the portfolios of 
Interior, Justice and Education; Mansur 
Bey Geddara (Finance); Ibrahim Bey 
Sha’aban (Communications); Mahommed 
Effendi al Mayyit (Works); Shaikh Salem el 
Qadhi (Agriculture) and Salem Bey Sharmit 
(Assistant Minister). Mansur Bey Geddara 
though born in Tripoli has been employed 
for some years in the Arab National Bank 
in Palestine and Egypt and married the 
daughter of its Governor, Ahmed Helmi 
Pasha. He carries influence with the Arab 
League and his defection from them to 
support Federalist policy does not appear 
to have affected his personal relations with 
Azzam Pasha. His inclusion in this 
Council is a great asset both from the prac¬ 
tical and political point of view. 


The other Ministers are all moderates 
and as former members of the Administra¬ 
tive Council have already received some 
training for their present duties. 

3. The transfer of power was carried out 
quietly, without any outward show of cere¬ 
mony. In a situation where the opponents 
of federation might easily have tried to 
create disorder, I consider the avoidance of 
ostentation to be wise. Antagonism to the 
idea of a federal state, though entertained 
only by a disgruntled and dissident minority, 
has been gaining in voice ever since Beshir 
Saadawi openly emerged in opposition to the 
National Assembly’s resolution in favour of 
federation of 2nd December, 1950. A large 
but orderly anti-federation demonstration 
was staged by the National Congress Party, 
of which Saadawi is the leader, on 23rd 
January. It was followed on the next day 
by a second, less orderly, demonstration for 
which previous permission had not been 
sought. Its leaders were arrested; two were 
sentenced to terms of six and three months’ 
imprisonment respectively, and two others 
were fined. The action taken by the British 
Administration had a marked effect in 
checking any subsequent tendency to 
unruliness. Towards the end of February, 
however, rumours were going round that 
there would be further demonstrations as 
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soon as the provisional Tripolitanian 
Government assumed power. 

4. 8th March passed off without incident. 
The new Libyan flag which from the morn¬ 
ing of that day flew over the main Govern¬ 
ment building in place of the Union Jack 
attracted small crowds of onlookers and 
passers-by. The appointment of Mahmud 
Bey Muntasser was, except by members of 
the National Congress and certain other 
opposition factions, well received, and the 
appointment of a Berber as Minister of 
Communications pleased the Berber section 
of the population. A Manifesto setting 
forth the aims and policy of the new 
Government was published in the local 
press. As soon as he was installed in his 
new office, I called upon the Prime Minister 
to offer congratulations, as did the General 
Officer Commanding the 1st Infantry 
Division, members of the Consular Corps 
and the United Nations Commissioner in 
Libya. The Prime Minister has received 
representatives from all over the Provinces 
who have declared loyalty and support for 
the new regime. In spite of the existence of 
anti-federal feeling many who might have 
been expected to remain silent have in fact 
visited the Prime Minister to congratulate 
him. The birthday of His Highness the Amir 
of Cyrenaica, on 12th March, provided an 
excellent opportunity for the new Cabinet 
to make their first public appearance at a 
reception which the Prime Minister gave in 
honour of the occasion. Beshir Saadawi with 
a few of his colleagues in the National 
Congress and the Egyptian delegate to the 
United Nations Council for Libya were 
notable absentees. On the other hand, the 
Pakistan Delegate, who had avoided with his 
Egyptian colleague the ceremonial opening 
of the National Assembly in November, 
attended the party. 

5. Meanwhile the National Congress 
Party held frequent meetings; and on the 
morning of 13th March a disorderly band 
of hooligans, some 600 strong, streamed past 
the main Government building chanting 
“ United Libya ” and “ Down with Federa¬ 
tion.” The demonstration had not been 
authorised and was already showing signs 
of getting out of hand when it was broken 
up by the police. Some seventeen persons 
were arrested on various charges, including 
Yusuf Mishergi, a Tunisian subject, who had 
taken a prominent part in inciting the mob. 


He had also held the post of editor of the 
recently licensed Liwa al Hurriya, a daily 
newspaper representing anti-federation 
interests which has been growing progres¬ 
sively more irresponsible and provocative in 
tone. Mishergi was subsequently deported 
to Tunis by the Tripolitanian Government 
with my consent. 

6. These measures, again, had a salutary 
effect upon the unruly elements of the town, 
and the new Government now appears to 
be well established. There remains, how¬ 
ever, a strong undercurrent of opposition, 
and it may be expected that those dissident 
and irresponsible elements who now con¬ 
stitute Beshir Saadawi’s principal backing 
will not willingly let slip any opportunity of 
exploiting a grievance, legitimate or other¬ 
wise. It has become increasingly evident 
of late that the prime motive of the actions 
and policies of Saadawi, whose inconsisten¬ 
cies are also largely attributable to foreign 
influence and money, is personal ambition, 
in spite of his protestations of patriotic 
duty. Ever since he adopted the attitude a 
year ago that it was for the British Admini¬ 
stration to co-operate with him, rather than 
for him to co-operate with it, it has become 
increasingly clear that he was out to make 
difficulties. In the hands of such an accom¬ 
plished and influential demagogue, the 
Government’s opponents, lacking cohesion 
in themselves, are a force to be reckoned 
with. That the transfer of power has been 
effected so smoothly and unobtrusively must 
therefore be a cause for considerable satis¬ 
faction; for a potential situation existed, as 
His Highness the Amir was himself well 
aware, in which even a small error of 
judgment might have given rise to events 
calculated to hinder the smooth progress of 
this country along the road to independence. 
For the moment, however, the situation is 
calm. 

7. I enclose three copies(') of the Mani¬ 
festo of the Government of Tripolitania. 

8. I am sending copies of this Despatch 
to His Majesty’s Representatives at 
Washington, Paris and Rome, the British 
Consul-General in Tunis, to the British 
Resident at Benghazi, the British Middle 
East Office and the United Kingdom Dele¬ 
gation at Lake Success, together with copies 
of the enclosure. 

I have, &c. 

T. R. BLACKLEY. 


(') Not printed. 
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JT 1511/155 No. 5 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL LIBYAN GOVERNMENT 

Mr. Blackley to Mr. Morrison. (Received 6th April ) 


(No. 71. Confidential) Tripoli, 

Sir, 2nd April, 1951. 

I have the honour to inform you that on 
the morning of 29th March the Libyan 
National Assembly unanimously passed a 
resolution establishing a provisional 
Federal Government for Libya. 

2. The text of the resolution, whose con¬ 
tents I outlined in my telegram No. 105,(‘) 
is enclosed with this despatch. Under its 
terms the following Ministers have been 
appointed to hold portfolios in the Federal 
Government: — 

Mahmud Bey Muntasser (Tripolitania): 
Prime Minister and Minister of Justice 
and Education. 

Ali Bey Jerbi (Cyrenaica): Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Health. 

Omer Bey Shennaib (Cyrenaica): 
Minister of Defence. 

Mansur Bey Gadara (Tripolitania): 
Minister of Finance. 

Ibrahim Bey Sha’aban (Tripolitania): 
Minister of Communications. 

Shaikh Mohammed Othman (Fezzan): 
Minister of State. 

As you are aware, Shaikh Mohammed 
Othman is the Fezzanese representative on 
the United Nations Council for Libya. 

3. The draft resolution had an easy 
passage through the Assembly. A half¬ 
hearted attempt at postponement was made 
by Munir Burshan, whose sentiments were 
echoed by two other members. Burshan, 
who is disgruntled at his failure to secure a 


portfolio in the Tripolitanian Regional 
Government, questioned the establishment 
of a Government while its powers, compe¬ 
tence and responsibility remained as yet 
undefined. There can, of course, be no such 
formal definition until the committee now 
engaged on the drafting of a Libyan Consti¬ 
tution has completed its task. In this con¬ 
nexion work has latterly been held up over 
the question of federal subjects, but, once 
this and one or two other minor difficulties 
have been surmounted, there is reason to 
hope that progress will be fairly rapid. It 
was necessary to allot the portfolios of 
Justice and Education to the Prime Minister, 
mainly because there were several aspirants 
for these posts. To leave them unfilled 
would consequently have led to undesirable 
speculation and lobbying. I do not expect 
that in practice either Justice or Education 
will require more than co-ordination at the 
centre. 

4. Public reactions to the establishment 
of the Federal Government have been 
favourable and the individual appointments 
occasioned no surprise. 

5. I am sending copies of this despatch 
with enclosure to His Majesty’s Representa¬ 
tives at Washington, Paris and Rome, His 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Tunis, the 
British Resident at Benghazi, the British 
Middle East Office and the United Kingdom 
Delegation at Lake Success. 

I have, &c. 

T. R. BLACKLEY. 


(') Not printed. 


JT 1511/351 No. 6 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE MINISTER OF STATE AND 
THE LIBYAN PRIME MINISTER 


Libya 

Mr. Younger to Mr. Blackley ( Tripoli ) 


(No. 144. Confidential) Foreign Office, 
Sir, \lth September, 1951. 

The Libyan Prime Minister called on me 
this morning. It was mainly a courtesy 
visit and he clearly had nothing to add to 
what he had already said to Sir William 


Strang and Mr. Bowker. He repeated his 
hope that power would be transferred to the 
new Libyan Government before any debate 
in the United Nations. He also emphasised 
that in his view elections could not properly 
take place until the Libyan Government had 
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fuil powers. It was fairly clear that he 
envisaged some more effective check upon 
pro-Egyptian propaganda than is being 
made by the British authorities at the 
present time. He kept on emphasising 
that the Government of the new Libya, 
while it would maintain democratic institu¬ 
tions, would require at least the same safe¬ 
guards for its position as those enjoyed in 
other democratic countries. He did not 
specify what these safeguards would be. 


He hoped that the transfer of power could 
take place before 1st November. 

2. I told the Prime Minister we would 
examine the possibilities of this very 
sympathetically. I thanked him for his 
co-operation and told him how useful his 
present visit was proving to us. 

3. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to the British Resident, Benghazi. 

I am, &c. 

K. G. YOUNGER. 


P 10154/12G No. 7 

LIBYAN INDEPENDENCE 

Mr. Eden to His Majesty’s Overseas Representatives 


(No. 355. Intel) Foreign Office, 

(Telegraphic) 20 th December, 1951. 

My Intels Nos. 334 and 342. 

Temporary financial agreements between 
the United Kingdom and Libya, and France 
and Libya, were concluded on 13th and 
14th December respectively, and second 
group of powers (see paragraph 3 of my 
Intel No. 334) was transferred on 15th 
December by simultaneous proclamations of 
the Residents in the three provinces. 

2. His Majesty’s Government and the 
French Government, after consultation with 
the United Nations Commissioner, and after 
taking Libya’s wishes into account, have 
decided to effect the final transfer of powers 
on 24th December, thus constituting (and 
simultaneously recognising) Libya as an 
independent State. The Libyan Constitu¬ 
tion (paragraph 4 of my Intel No. 257) will 
then automatically come into force and the 
Amir of Cyrenaica will issue a proclamation 
assuming Royal powers as King of the 
United Kingdom of Libya. Mahmoud Bey 
Muntasser, provisional Prime Minister, will 
resign with his colleagues in the Provisional 
Libyan Government. The King will call 
upon him to form a new Government and 
will appoint this as the “duly constituted” 
Government in accordance with the Libyan 
Constitution. This Government will hold 


office until general elections have been held. 
This is to be done by 22nd February, 1952, 
in accordance with the Electoral Law of 
6th November. 

3. It is expected that the first British 
Minister in Libya, Sir Alec Kirkbride, will 
present his credentials on Independence 
Day. Celebrations of independence will 
take place in Libya after publication of the 
first Royal proclamation, which will be 
broadcast. 

4. It is expected that new Libyan Govern¬ 
ment will notify foreign Governments that 
independence has been achieved, in fulfil¬ 
ment of the United Nations Resolutions of 
1949 and 1950, and it is hoped that a number 
will recognise the new State by acknow¬ 
ledging the notification in the course of the 
succeeding few days. 

5. For your own information, the Interim 
Military Agreement between the United 
Kingdom and Libya (first sentence para¬ 
graph 3 of Intel No. 342) was initialled on 
13th December and is expected to be signed 
on Independence Day. You will receive 
confirmation of this and thereafter it may 
be said that an understanding exists that 
British forces may remain in Libya for the 
time being, although the exchange of letters 
should not be mentioned since its publica¬ 
tion may be postponed. 


PN 2/5 No. 8 

LIBYAN INDEPENDENCE 


Sir A. Kirkbride to Mr. Eden. 

(No. 377) Benghazi, 

(Telegraphic) 24 th December, 1951. 

Following for B.B.C., urgent. 

His Majesty King Idris the First of Libya 
to-day drove through the gaily decorated 
streets of Benghazi to the Manar Palace, 


(Received 24 th December) 

where at 10-30 a.m. this morning was read 
the Declaration of Libya’s Independence 
to a distinguished gathering, including 
Mr. Adrian Pelt, the United Nations Com¬ 
missioner for Libya, Sir Alex Kirkbride, 
newly appointed first British Minister to 
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Libya, Mr. E. A. V. de Candole, formerly 
British Resident, Cyrenaica, and a large 
gathering of Libyan notables. His Majesty’s 
speech was relayed to large crowds outside 
the Palace and simultaneously broadcast in 
the three regions of Libya. In it he referred 
to the United Nations resolution which had 
made Libya an independent State and the 
request of the National Assembly that he 
should become King. Immediately after the 
ceremony a salute of forty-one guns was 
fired to the new King and State. Various 


receptions and celebrations are arranged 
over the next three days’ holiday, and at 
noon to-day the Prime Minister of 
Cyrenaica, Mohammed Bey Sagisli, is giving 
a luncheon party. This afternoon, a tea- 
party is being held by the Municipality of 
Benghazi. Thousands of coloured lights are 
strung across the main road of the capital 
leading to the Royal Palace. In the harbour 
tugs and other craft are decorated with flags, 
while at night a searchlight plays on the new 
Libyan flag flying above the Manar Palace. 


JT 1511/621 No. 9 

PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS TO KING IDRIS OF LIBYA 

Sir A. Kirkbride to Mr. Eden. (Received 3 \st December) 


(No. 172. Restricted) Tripoli, 

Sir, 21th December, 1951. 

I have the honour to refer to my telegram 
No. 956 of 24th December (sent from 
Benghazi), in which I reported that I had 
taken charge of His Majesty’s Legation in 
the United Kingdom of Libya. 

2. I arrived at Tripoli on 23rd December, 
1951, and, after calling on the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, proceeded to Benghazi by 
Royal Air Force aircraft the next day. 
After the proclamation of independence, 
the assumption of authority by the new 
King Idris I, and the appointment of a 
Federal Government had been effected, a 
car of the royal household and the King's 
Chamberlain called at the Residency, and 
took me, accompanied by four members of 
my staff, to the palace. We were escorted 
by armed police cars and were received at 
the palace by a guard of honour. 

3. The new Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
who is also the Prime Minister, took me into 
the King’s presence and introduced me. 
When presenting my letters of credence, I 
expressed my appreciation of the honour of 
being the first diplomatic representative to 
be accredited to His Majesty King Idris and 
my pleasure at being able to present my 
credentials on so auspicious a day. I 
expressed the hope that I would be able to 
strengthen the excellent relations which had 
existed for so long between the two nations, 
and that King Idris would long be spared to 


rule and lead his people who had, through 
his efforts, achieved independence. 

His Majesty King Idris thanked me for 
what I had said and added that I could 
depend on his doing all in his power to make 
my mission a success. 

I then conveyed to King Idris firstly. His 
Majesty’s message of congratulation and 
then your own. 

I next introduced the members of my 
staff, two of whom were from the Tripoli 
establishment and two from Benghazi. 

4. The Egyptian Minister designate 
reached Benghazi a day or two before 
myself, without any formal agrement to his 
appointment having been sought; he en¬ 
deavoured to induce the King, then the 
Amir, to accept his letters of credence 
informally in the course of a private 
audience. Both then and later, the King 
and his Ministers took the stand that the 
Egyptian Minister designate, whose methods 
of approach had been irregular, could not 
take precedence over myself in respect of 
whom all protocol requirements had been 
satisfied. 

The Egyptian Minister designate had not 
yet presented his credentials at the time of 
writing this despatch. 

5. I am copying this despatch to His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Cairo and to the 
Head of the British Middle East Office. 

I have, &c. 

A. KIRKBRIDE. 










11 


APPENDIX 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

JT 1012/4 No. 10 

LEADING PERSONALITIES IN CYRENAICA 

Mr. de Condole to Mr. Morrison (Received 2nd August) 


(No. 67. Confidential) Benghazi, 

Sir, 30 th July, 1951. 

With reference to Mr. Stewart’s letter 
JT/1012/1 of 13th January, 1950, I have 
the honour to transmit herewith a revised 
report on Leading Personalities in 
Cyrenaica. 

I have, &c. 

(For the British Resident), 

T. C. RAVENSDALE. 


Enclosure in No. 10 

Leading Personalities in Cyrenaica 

1. Sayed Mohammed Idris el Mahdi el Senussi 

K.B.E. 

2. Sayed el Rida el Mahdi el Senussi. 

3. Sayed Mohammed Safi el Din Ahmed Sherif el 

Senussi. 

4. Sayed Saddiq el Rida. 

5. Sayed Abu el Qasim Ahmed Sherif. 

6. Abd el Hamid el Abbar. (Sheikh). 

7. Abd el Hamid el Deibani, (Sheikh). 

8. Abd el Razeq Shaglouf. 

9. Abdul Oader el Allam. 

10. Abdullah Bil Aun. 

11. Ahmed Muhammad Mukhtar. 

12. Ali Pasha el Abeidi. 

13. Ali Bey Assad Jerbi. 

14 Ali Abul Qassim Fellag. 

15. Ali Salih Jaouda, M.B.E. 

16. Bakka bu Agheila. (Sheikh). 

17. Beshir Megherby. 

18. Bu Bakr bu Dhan. (Sheikh). 

19. Buseif Yassin. 

20. Fathi Mansur el Kekhia. 

21. Hussein Yussef bu Mazeq. 

22. Hussein Taher. 

23. Ibrahim Bey Shelhi. 

24. Jarbua Abdul Jelil, (Sheikh). 

25. Kcilani el Atewish. (Sheikh). 

26. Khalil Omar el Qallal. 

27. Mansur Abu Shideiq, (Sheikh). 

28. Mubarek el Susi. 

29. Muhammad Abu el Qader bu Breidan, (Sheikh) 

30. Muhammad bu Dajaja. 

31. Muhammad Galheen Serghiwa. 

32. Muhammad Senussi el Saqisli. 

33. Mustafa Ben Amer. 

34. Mustafa Omar el Asfiar, (Sheikh). 

35. Omar Bey Fayek Shenneib. 

36. Omar Mansur Pasha el Kekhia. 

37. Rashid Mansur el Kekhia. 

38. Saadallah Bey lbn Saud Kologlu. 

39. Saleh Buesir. 

40. Taher el Asbali, (Sheikh). 


41. Tewfik Nuri el Barqawi. 

42. Yassin el Mabri, (Sheikh). 

43. Suleiman Raqraq, (Sheikh). 

44. Hag Yussef Khalifa Bey Lengi. 

45. Munir Awad Massaud el Baaba. 

46. Mahmoud b.i Hidma, (Sheikh). 

47. Renato Tciuba. 

48. Abdel Aziz Bey Hamzawi. 

49. Wahbi el Buri. 

50. Taya el Bijou. 

51. Sayed Abdullah Abed el Senussi. 

52. Ali Nur el Din el Aneizi. 

53. Hamid el Abeidi. 

54. Hamid Ibrahim el Shweihdi. 

55. Muhammad bu Rahayem. 

56. Mustafa Ahmed ben Halim. 

57. Suleiman Sami el Jerbi. 

58. Yussef Muhammad ben Katu. 

59. Sayed Muhy el Din Ahmed el Sherif el Senussi. 

1. Sayed Mohammed Idris el Mahdi el Senussi 

Amir of Cyrenaica. Eldest son of Mahdi el 
Senussi former head of the Senussi Order who died 
resisting the French colonisation of Tibesti. Sayed 
Mohammed el Idris who was born in 1889 succeeded 
his cousin Sayed Ahmed cl Sherif as recognised head 
of the Order in 1916. He was recognised by the 
Italian Government as Amir of the autonomous 
administration of the Oases by the Accord of Regima 
in 1920. He was invited to assume the Amirate over 
the whole of Libya by the Tripolitanians in 1921. 
This was opposed by the Italian Government and in 
consequence of disagreement with them he volun¬ 
tarily retired into exile in Egypt in 1923. He was 
proscribed by the Fascist Government but the 
Egyptian Government refused to hand him over to 
the Italian authorities. He continued to direct the 
resistance to Fascist domination from Egypt. In 
1940. one month after the fall of France, he joined 
the British forces in the Middle East and helped to 
raise a force which fought with the Allied forces 
in the desert war of 1940-42. He returrfed to 
Cyrenaica in 1947 and constituted the National 
Congress to represent Cyrenaica interests. In June 
1949 at the request of the National Congress he was 
recognised as Amir of Cyrenaica and the head of a 
local Government with control over internal affairs. 
In September 1949 he enacted a Cyrenaican Constitu¬ 
tion and appointed a Council of six Ministers. 

In December 1950 the Libyan National Con¬ 
stituent Assembly passed a resolution inviting him to 
become King of Libya. The Amir accepted this 
invitation, but at the same time he announced that 
he would not proclaim himself King until a Con¬ 
stitution had been drawn up and he was able to 
exercise his royal powers. 

In May 1951, at the invitation of the Tripolitanian 
Prime Minister, he paid a State visit to Tripolitania, 
where he made a successful tour of the Provinces. 

He married his cousin but has no children. He has 
not a very strong character and is inclined to accept 
the advice of the last person to see him. But the 
many vicissitudes of his life have induced in him a 
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natural caution and he is slow to commit himself to 
any course of action. He knows his people well and 
is on the whole an astute politician. His attachment 
to the British connexion seems to be genuinely firm. 
Speaks no language but Arabic. 

Decorations—K.B.E. A number of Ottoman 

orders. 

2. Saved el Rida el Mahdi el Senussi 

Younger brother of the Amir. Born about 1890. 
Lives in Barqa, a suburb of Benghazi. President of 
the Cyrenaican National Congress 1947-50. Unambi¬ 
tious and timourous, he only wants to be left in 
complete retirement. Ill-educated. 

3. Saved Mohammed Safi el Din Ahmed Sherii el 

Senussi 

Born 1895. He is the senior representative of the 
cadet branch of the Senussi house and first cousin 
of the Amir. At first took a lead in the resistance 
to the Italians, then collaborated and was first 
President of the Cyrenaican Parliament formed 
under Italian auspices in 1920. An unstable and 
grasping personality with some unsatisfied ambitions. 
He lives in Barce, and has agricultural interests there 
and at Labraq. He visits Egypt frequently and 
contacts Assam Pasha and leading Egyptian per¬ 
sonalities. He is mistrusted by the Amir. 

4. Saved Saddiq el Rida 

Eldest son of Sayed el Rida el Mahdi el Senussi. 
Born 1908. Lives at Barce and Benghazi and owns 
property in Egypt. Vice-president of the National 
Congress until its dissolution on 1st March, 1950. 
Played a part in the resistance to the Italians and 
took refuge in Egypt. A fairly strong personality and 
has some influence with the tribes, but owing to 
lack of education he finds it difficult to cope with 
the quicker witted town politicians. Is generally 
regarded as the most likely candidate for the succes¬ 
sion to the Amirate. 

In February 1950 he was appointed as Director 
of Tribal Affairs in the Cyrenaican Government, but 
this appointment terminated when the Senussi family 
were withdrawn from Government employment in 
April of the same year. 

5. Sayed Abu el Qasim Ahmed Sherif 

Second cousin of the Amir. Son of the former 
head of the Senussi Order, Ahmed el Sherif. Born 
1910 in Kufra. Served as an officer of the Libyan 
Arab force in the 1940-43 war and was subse¬ 
quently employed in District Administration by the 
British Military Administration. A Vice-President of 
the National Congress until its dissolution on 1st 
March, 1950. Appointed Director of the Interior 
in the new Cyrenaican Government in October 1949, 
but removed from Government service in April 1950 
when the Amir decided that no member of his 
family might hold an official post. Since then has 
devoted himself to business, and holds the Desert 
War Salvage concession, out of which he is rumoured 
to have made a good deal of money. 

Intelligent and constructive, friendly to the British 
but somewhat hot-headed. Has ambitions and is 
one of the most prominent of the younger leaders, 
with considerable personality. 

Decoration—O.B.E. 

6. Abd el Hamid el Abbar (Sheikh) 

Senior Sheikh of the important Awaghir Sdeidi 
tribe. Born 1885 at Soluk but now lives at Sidi 
Mahuis. Firm supporter of the Senussi Amirate. 
One of the principal leaders of the resistance to the 
Italian Administration. Member of the Cyrenaican 
Delegation to Lake Success in April 1949. A member 
of the National Congress Committee until its dis¬ 
bandment in March 1950, and subsequently a 


member of the Amir’s interim Advisory Council. 
Has agricultural interests in the El Abiar area and 
considerable tribal influence. An antagonist of Omar 
Mansur Pasha. 

Decoration—King’s Medal for Freedom. 

7. Abd el Hamid el Deibani 

Sheikh of the Tawajir tribe. Born 1900 in Derna 
but now lives in Benghazi where he is Grand Qadi 
and senior Muslim notable. Also held office unuer 
the Italian Administration. A most God-fearing and 
enlightened man whose views deserve highest con¬ 
sideration. Member of National Congress Committee 
until disbandment in March 1950. A leader of the 
enlightened elements among the younger intelligent¬ 
sia who exercise a moderating influence. Is 
disliked by Omar Mansur Pasha and by the present 
Prime Minister, Muhammad Saqisly. 


8. Abd el Razeq Shaglouf 

Born 1913 in Derna where he still lives. Belongs 
to the Misrati tribe from Tripolitania. Successful 
career with the Italian Government rising from 
teacher in 1932 to Mudir in 1937. Served with 
the British Military Administration. Appointed 
Deputy Financial Secretary in October 1947. Went 
to the United Kingdom on a course of study. Was 
the Amir’s special emissary from London to the 
Tripolitanian National Congress in August 1949. 
Member of the Cyrenaican delegation to Lake Suc¬ 
cess in September 1949. Associated with the 
extremist elements of the National Club in political 
activity since his return from Lake Success. Educa¬ 
tional grant cancelled by the Prime Minister, Omar 
Mansur Pasha, in January 1950. Elected to the 
Assembly of Representatives as one of the members 
for Derna in June 1950. 

Was required to leave Tripolitania in May 1951, as 
the result of suspicions that he was engaging in sub¬ 
versive activities in connexion with the Amir’s then 
impending visit. Returned to Derna. 

Ambitious, keen and hard-working but inclined 
to be headstrong. Knowledgeable about both Beduin 
and urban life. Political outlook erratic. Ostensibly 
pro-British and a supporter of the Senussi Amirate, 
but also a strong supporter of the Arab League and 
now an ardent protagonist of complete Libyan Unity. 


9. Abdul Qader el Allam 

Born 1918 in Derna. Home still in Derna district 
though at present living in Barce. Member of the 
Abeidat Mzein tribe. Successful and varied career 
in the Italian administration rising from a clerk in an 
Italian Military Bakery (1936) to a Secretary for 
Arab Affairs (1940). Remained in service through¬ 
out period of British advances and withdrawals. 
From 1942-44 he was detained in a P.W. camp in 
Egypt, because of previous close Italian connections. 
In 1945 he was employed by the Public Information 
Officer. From 1946-48 he was Secretary of the 
Bcrka Destitutes Home. In 1948 he was appointed 
Mudir of Qubba, in 1949 Assistant Controller of 
Personnel and Establishments, B.A.; in February 
1950 Director of Press Services, Cyrenaican Govern¬ 
ment ; in March 1950 Minister of Agriculture and 
Forests. 

In June 1951 he showed himself opposed to any 
possible domination of Libyan Government by 
Tripolitanian elements and attempted, without 
success, to gain support for a scheme to modify the 
plan for Libyan unity accordingly. 

Of Beduin origin, he is an intelligent and cultured 
Arab with influence among sections of the Abeidat 
tribe. His past record of co-operating with the 
Italians gained him an unenviable notoriety. A 
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)rotege of Omar Mansur Pasha he is ostensibly pro- 
British and loyal to the Senusssi Amirate, but it is 
probable that his political views are mainly governed 
>y personal ambition. He speaks fluent English. 

10. Abdullah Bil Aun 

Born 1890 in Benghazi. Member of the Hasa 
Shabarka tribe Spent, three years at El Azhar 
University, Cairo. Is literate in Arabic and Italian. 
Entered the service of the Italian Administration in 
1920 and became Mudir of Marawa, Beda Littoria 
md Barce successively. In 1930 fell into disfavour 
md was exiled to Ustica, Sicily. Returned in 1934. 
Became Mudir of Tobruk and Bardia, a position he 
leld until 1941. Co-operated during first British 
occupation, later evacuated to Egypt and Sudan. 
Returned in 1944. Appointed Mutasarrif of Derna 
district in October 1949, and in May 1950 was 
promoted to be Director of the Interior in succession 
:o Sayed Abu el Qasim. 

Probably the most knowledgeable official in the 
territory on the tribes and their affairs. Good dis¬ 
ciplinarian, loyal, influential and experienced. 
Co-operates well with British officials and holds 
reasonable and constructive views. Is a supporter 
of the Senussi Amirate. 

11. Ahmed Muhammad Mukhtar 

Born about 1910. Belongs to the Mnefa tribe and 
lives in Barce. Ex-Libyan Arab Force officer. 
Nephew of famous Senussi rebel leader, Omar el 
Mukhtar. Mainly by reason of popular esteem for 
his uncle he was appointed in 1946 as Mudir of 
Gerdes el A bid, promoted and transferred as Naib 
Mutasarrif Agedabia in October 1949, and then in 
1950 appointed Naib Mutasarrif of Barce. Trans¬ 
ferred to Sidi Raffa in 1951 as Naib Mutasarrif. 

A supporter of the Senussi Amirate. Conscientous 
and capable but of only limited administrative 
capacity. His chief ability lies in his capacity for 
handling tribal affairs, in which field he makes the 
most of the general respect for his family name. 

12. Ali Pasha el Abeidi 

Senior Sheikh of the important Abeidat tribe. 
Born 1881 in Ghegab but now lives in Derna. Edu¬ 
cated in Derna and Istanbul. Employed by the Turks 
in Cyrenaica as Administrative Officer. Fought 
under Sayed Ahmed el Sherif from 1911 to 1919. 
Arrested by Sayed Mohammad Idris el Senussi, (who 
mistrusted his support of Sayed Ahmed) in 1921 and 
exiled to Jaghbub. Fled from exile to Derna in 1923 
and although did not openly fight for the Senussi in the 
subsequent campaign, secretly helped the rebel chief, 
Omar el Mukhtar. Throughout the British occupa¬ 
tion he remained in Derna, where he was frequently 
consulted by British agents whom he assisted. 

Member of the Libyan Defence Committee, sup¬ 
porter of the National Club, and of Sayed Moham¬ 
mad Safi el Din. Outspoken and fearless of public 
opinion, he exerts considerable influence among the 
Awakla and Shahin sections of the Abeidat tribe. 
A genuine patriot, but disgruntled because he has 
not been decorated or given a better appointment 
than Honorary Mayor of Derna Municipality. In 
very frail health and has become increasingly less 
active lately. 

13. Ali Bey Assad Jerbi 

Born 1901 in Derna, belongs to the Tawajir tribe. 
Now lives in Benghazi. Educated in Turkey, later 
entered the service of the Italian Administration in 
Cyrenaica. Became a Mudir and subsequently a 
“ Secretary for Arab Affairs.” Mayor of Derna 
during first and second British Occupation. Coun¬ 
sellor to the Amir in Egypt during 1943. Superinten¬ 
dent of Education on return to Cyrenaica in 1944, 


followed by appointment as Deputy Secretary for 
Development, British Military Administration. One 
of the two secretaries of the National Congress, 
(disbanded in March 1950). Appointed Minister of 
Works and Communications in September 1949 upon 
formation of Cyrenaican Government. Appointed as 
representative for Cyrenaica on the Advisory 
Council to the United Nations Commissioner for 
Libya in April 1950. 

Worked well with his British and American 
colleagues. In August 1950 he went to Geneva with 
the Council and subsequently paid official visits to 
London and Paris. In October, at the United 
Nations Commissioner’s special request, he attended 
the meeting of the United Nations General Assembly 
at Lake Success, and afterwards went to Washington. 
Commenced to make a name for himself in circles 
outside Libya and, when the first Libyan Federal 
Government was formed in March 1951, he was ap¬ 
pointed as Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Also held portfolio of Health, but in a later re¬ 
organisation this was given to another member of the 
Government and Ali Jerbi took over the portfolio 
of Justice. 

Experienced, capable and progressive, he stands at 
the head of the intelligentsia derived from the 
old Italian administration. Little tribal standing or 
family influence, he is primarily a Government 
official. Fluent in Italian, French, Turkish and 
English. In political outlook a progressive nation¬ 
alist, personally ambitious and at present well 
disposed towards the British. 


14. Ali Abul Qassim Fellag 

Born 1915 in Benghazi where he is now in business 
as a merchant. Belongs to the Karaghla Yedder 
tribe. Studied at Italian schools. Held various 
administrative posts in service of Italian Government. 
On final British Occupation, (1942), he was 
appointed as Secretary to the Benghazi Municipality, 
a position he held until his resignation in November 
1947. 

A leading member of the National Club, with 
pro-Italian and Egyptian sympathies, he is cosmo¬ 
politan in outlook, volatile in temperament, not a very 
devout Moslem, and not an over-enthusiastic sup¬ 
porter of the Senussi Amirate. Intelligent and 
energetic, he includes among his friends Sheikh 
Abdel Hamid Deibani (Grand Qadi). Dr. Ali el 
Aneizi, (Press Section of the Arab League), and 
Mahmoud Bey Muntasser. (Tripolitanian notable). 
He speaks fluent Italian and moderate English. 


15. Ali Salih Jaouda, M.B.E. 

Born 1900 in Benghazi where he now lives. 
Belongs to the Karaghla Yedder tribe. Educated at 
the Turkish Primary School in Benghazi. Joined 
the forces of Sayed Ahmed el Sherif and served under 
Nuri Pasha in fighting the Italians. Later settled in 
Alexandria, Egypt, as a merchant where, upon the 
outbreak of war, he assisted in the formation of the 
Libyan Arab Force, in which he served as an officer. 
In 1944 he became Mudir of El Abiar. and in 1945 
Qaimaqam Barce, where he remained until January 
1948 when he was appointed Naib Mutasarrif Ben¬ 
ghazi. In June 1949 he became Mustasamf 
Benghazi. Member of the National Congress until 
its disbandment in March 1950. 

Experienced, not really intelligent but with 
abundant common sense, he is a practical man 
especially good on tribal affairs. Belongs to leading 
Benghazi family. An antagonist of Omar Mansur 
Pasha, but loyal to the Amir 

Decoration—M. B.E. 
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natural caution and he is slow to commit himself to 
any course of action. He knows his people well and 
is on the whole an astute politician. His attachment 
to the British connexion seems to be genuinely firm. 
Speaks no language but Arabic. 

Decorations—K.B.E. A number of Ottoman 

orders. 

2. Saved el Rida el Mahdi el Senussi 

Younger brother of the Amir. Born about 1890. 
Lives in Barqa, a suburb of Benghazi. President of 
the Cyrenaican National Congress 1947-50. Unambi¬ 
tious and timourous, he only wants to be left in 
complete retirement. Ill-educated. 

3. Sayed Mohammed Safi el Din Ahmed Sherit el 

Senussi 

Born 1895. He is the senior representative of the 
cadet branch of the Senussi house and first cousin 
of the Amir. At first took a lead in the resistance 
to the Italians, then collaborated and was first 
President of the Cyrenaican Parliament formed 
under Italian auspices in 1920. An unstable and 
grasping personality with some unsatisfied ambitions. 
He lives in Barce, and has agricultural interests there 
and at Labraq. He visits Egypt frequently and 
contacts Assam Pasha and leading Egyptian per¬ 
sonalities. He is mistrusted by the Amir. 

4. Sayed Saddiq el Rida 

Eldest son of Sayed el Rida el Mahdi el Senussi. 
Born 1908. Lives at Barce and Benghazi and owns 
property in Egypt. Vice-president of the National 
Congress until its dissolution on 1st March, 1950. 
Played a part in the resistance to the Italians and 
took refuge in Egypt. A fairly strong personality and 
has some influence with the tribes, but owing to 
lack of education he finds it difficult to cope with 
the quicker witted town politicians. Is generally 
regarded as the most likely candidate for the succes¬ 
sion to the Amirate. 

In February 1950 he was appointed as Director 
of Tribal Affairs in the Cyrenaican Government, but 
this appointment terminated when the Senussi family 
were withdrawn from Government employment in 
April of the same year. 

5. Sayed Abu el Qasim Ahmed Sherif 

Second cousin of the Amir. Son of the former 
head of the Senussi Order, Ahmed el Sherif. Born 
1910 in Kufra. Served as an officer of the Libyan 
Arab force in the 1940-43 war and was subse¬ 
quently employed in District Administration by the 
British Military Administration. A Vice-President of 
the National Congress until its dissolution on 1st 
March, 1950. Appointed Director of the Interior 
in the new Cyrenaican Government in October 1949, 
but removed from Government service in April 1950 
when the Amir decided that no member of his 
family might hold an official post. Since then has 
devoted himself to business, and holds the Desert 
War Salvage concession, out of which he is rumoured 
to have made a good deal of money. 

Intelligent and constructive, friendly to the British 
but somewhat hot-headed. Has ambitions and is 
one of the most prominent of the younger leaders, 
with considerable personality. 

Decoration—O.B.E. 

6. Abd el Hamid el Abbar (Sheikh) 

Senior Sheikh of the important Awaghir Sdeidi 
tribe. Born 1885 at Soluk but now lives at Sidi 
Mahuis. Firm supporter of the Senussi Amirate. 
One of the principal leaders of the resistance to the 
Italian Administration. Member of the Cyrenaican 
Delegation to Lake Success in April 1949. A member 
of the National Congress Committee until its dis¬ 
bandment in March 1950, and subsequently a 


member of the Amir’s interim Advisory Counci 
Has agricultural interests in the El Abiar area an 
considerable tribal influence. An antagonist of Oms 
Mansur Pasha. 

Decoration—King’s Medal for Freedom. 

7. Abd el Hamid el Deibani 

Sheikh of the Tawajir tribe. Born 1900 in Dern 
but now lives in Benghazi where he is Grand Qa< 
and senior Muslim notable. Also held office uuu< 
the Italian Administration. A most Goa-tearing an 
enlightened man whose views deserve highest cot 
sideration. Member of National Congress CommitU 
until disbandment in March 1950. A leader of i\ 
enlightened elements among the younger mtehigen 
sia who exercise a moderating influence, 
disliked by Omar Mansur Pasha and by the presei 
Prime Minister, Muhammad Saqisly. 


8. Abd el Razeq Shaglouf 

Born 1913 in Derna where he still lives. Belonj 
to the Misrati tribe from Tripolitania. Succcssfi 
career with the Italian Government rising fro 
teacher in 1932 to Mudir in 1937. Served wii 
the British Military Administration. Appoints 
Deputy Financial Secretary in October 1947. Wei 
to the United Kingdom on a course of study. Wi 
the Amir’s special emissary from London to tl 
Tripolitanian National Congress in August 194 
Member of the Cyrenaican delegation to Lake Su 
cess in September 1949. Associated with tl 
extremist elements of the National Club in politic 
activity since his return from Lake Success. Educ 
tional grant cancelled by the Prime Minister, Om 
Mansur Pasha, in January 1950. Elected to tl 
Assembly of Representatives as one of the membe 
for Derna in June 1950. 

Was required to leave Tripolitania in May 1951, 
the result of suspicions that he was engaging in su 
versive activities in connexion with the Amir’s th 
impending visit. Returned to Derna. 

Ambitious, keen and hard-working but inclin* 
to be headstrong. Knowledgeable about both Bedu 
and urban life. Political outlook erratic. Ostensit 
pro-British and a supporter of the Senussi Amira 
but also a strong supporter of the Arab League a 
now an ardent protagonist of complete Libyan Uni 


9. Abdul Qader el Allam 

Born 1918 in Derna. Home still in Derna distr 
though at present living in Barce. Member of i 
Abeidat Mzein tribe. Successful and varied can 
in the Italian administration rising from a clerk in 
Italian Military Bakery (1936) to a Secretary : 
Arab Affairs (1940). Remained in service throuj 
out period of British advances and withdraws 
From 1942-44 he was detained in a P.W. camp 
Egypt, because of previous close Italian connectio 
In 1945 he was employed by the Public Informat: 
Officer. From 1946-48 he was Secretary of 
Bcrka Destitutes Home. In 1948 he was appoin 
Mudir of Qubba, in 1949 Assistant Controller 
Personnel and Establishments, B.A.; in Febru 
1950 Director of Press Services, Cyrenaican Gove 
ment; in March 1950 Minister of Agriculture < 
Forests. 

In June 1951 he showed himself opposed to i, 
possible domination of Libyan Government 
Tripolitanian elements and attempted, with 
success, to gain support for a scheme to modify 
plan for Libyan unity accordingly. 

Of Beduin origin, he is an intelligent and cultu 
Arab with influence among sections of the Abe 
tribe. His past record of co-operating with 
Italians gained him an unenviable notoriety. 
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protege of Omar Mansur Pasha he is ostensibly pro- 
British and loyal to the Senusssi Amirate, but it is 
probable that his political views are mainly governed 
by personal ambition. He speaks fluent English. 

10. Abdullah Bil Aun 

Born 1890 in Benghazi. Member of the Hasa 
Shabarka tribe Spent, three years at El Azhar 
University, Cairo. Is literate in Arabic and Italian. 
Entered the service of the Italian Administration in 
1920 and became Mudir of Marawa. Beda Littoria 
and Barce successively. In 1930 fell into disfavour 
and was exiled to Ustica, Sicily. Returned in 1934. 
Became Mudir of Tobruk and Bardia, a position he 
held until 1941. Co-operated during first British 
occupation, later evacuated to Egypt and Sudan. 
Returned in 1944. Appointed Mutasarrif of Dema 
district in October 1949, and in May 1950 was 
promoted to be Director of the Interior in succession 
to Sayed Abu el Qasim. 

Probably the most knowledgeable official in the 
territory on the tribes and their affairs. Good dis¬ 
ciplinarian, loyal, influential and experienced. 
Co-operates well with British officials and holds 
reasonable and constructive views. Is a supporter 
of the Senussi Amirate. 

11. Ahmed Muhammad Mukhtar 

Born about 1910. Belongs to the Mnefa tribe and 
lives in Barce. Ex-Libyan Arab Force officer. 
Nephew of famous Senussi rebel leader, Omar el 
Mukhtar. Mainly by reason of popular esteem for 
his uncle he was appointed in 1946 as Mudir of 
Gerdes el Abid, promoted and transferred as Naib 
Mutasarrif Agedabia in October 1949, and then in 
1950 appointed Naib Mutasarrif of Barce. Trans¬ 
ferred to Sidi Raffa in 1951 as Naib Mutasarrif. 

A supporter of the Senussi Amirate. Conscientous 
and capable but of only limited administrative 
capacity. His chief ability lies in his capacity for 
handling tribal affairs, in which field he makes the 
most of the general respect for his family name. 

12. Ali Pasha el Abeidi 

Senior Sheikh of the important Abeidat tribe. 
Born 1881 in Ghegab but now lives in Derna. Edu¬ 
cated in Derna and Istanbul. Employed by the Turks 
in Cyrenaica as Administrative Officer. Fought 
under Sayed Ahmed el Sherif from 1911 to 1919. 
Arrested by Sayed Mohammad Idris el Senussi, (who 
mistrusted his support of Sayed Ahmed) in 1921 and 
exiled to Jaghbub. Fled from exile to Derna in 1923 
and although did not openly fight for the Senussi in the 
subsequent campaign, secretly helped the rebel chief, 
Omar el Mukhtar. Throughout the British occupa¬ 
tion he remained in Derna, where he was frequently 
consulted by British agents whom he assisted. 

Member of the Libyan Defence Committee, sup¬ 
porter of the National Club, and of Sayed Moham¬ 
mad Safi el Din. Outspoken and fearless of public 
opinion, he exerts considerable influence among the 
Awakla and Shahin sections of the Abeidat tribe. 
A genuine patriot, but disgruntled because he has 
not been decorated or given a better appointment 
than Honorary Mayor of Derna Municipality. In 
very frail health and has become increasingly less 
active lately. 

13. Ali Bey Assad Jerbi 

Born 1901 in Derna. belongs to the Tawajir tribe. 
Now lives in Benghazi. Educated in Turkey, later 
entered the service of the Italian Administration in 
Cyrenaica. Became a Mudir and subsequently a 
“ Secretary for Arab Affairs.” Mayor of Derna 
during first and second British Occupation. Coun¬ 
sellor to the Amir in Egypt during 1943. Superinten¬ 
dent of Education on return to Cyrenaica in 1944, 


followed by appointment as Deputy Secretary for 
Development, British Military Administration. One 
of the two secretaries of the National Congress, 
(disbanded in March 1950). Appointed Minister of 
Works and Communications in September 1949 upon 
formation of Cyrenaican Government. Appointed as 
representative for Cyrenaica on the Advisory 
Council to the United Nations Commissioner for 
Libya in April 1950. 

Worked well with his British and American 
colleagues. In August 1950 he went to Geneva with 
the Council and subsequently paid official visits to 
London and Paris. In October, at the United 
Nations Commissioner’s special request, he attended 
the meeting of the United Nations General Assembly 
at Lake Success, and afterwards went to Washington. 
Commenced to make a name for himself in circles 
outside Libya and, when the first Libyan Federal 
Government was formed in March 1951, he was ap¬ 
pointed as Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Also held portfolio of Health, but in a later re¬ 
organisation this was given to another member of the 
Government and Ali Jerbi took over the portfolio 
of Justice. 

Experienced, capable and progressive, he stands at 
the head of the intelligentsia derived from the 
old Italian administration. Little tribal standing or 
family influence, he is primarily a Government 
official. Fluent in Italian, French, Turkish and 
English. In political outlook a progressive nation¬ 
alist, personally ambitious and at present well 
disposed towards the British. 


14. Ali Abul Qassini Fellag 

Born 1915 in Benghazi where he is now in business 
as a merchant. Belongs to the Karaghla Yedder 
tribe. Studied at Italian schools. Held various 
administrative posts in service of Italian Government. 
On final British Occupation, (1942), he was 
appointed as Secretary to the Benghazi Municipality, 
a position he held until his resignation in November 
1947. 

A leading member of the National Club, with 
pro-Italian and Egyptian sympathies, he is cosmo¬ 
politan in outlook, volatile in temperament, not a very 
devout Moslem, and not an over-enthusiastic sup¬ 
porter of the Senussi Amirate. Intelligent and 
energetic, he includes among his friends Sheikh 
Abdel Hamid Deibani (Grand Q3di). Dr. Ali el 
Aneizi, (Press Section of the Arab League), and 
Mahmoud Bey Muntasser. (Tripolitanian notable). 
He speaks fluent Italian and moderate English. 


15. Ali Salih Jaouda, M.B.E. 

Born 1900 in Benghazi where he now lives. 
Belongs to the Karaghla Yedder tribe. Educated at 
the Turkish Primary School in Benghazi. Joined 
the forces of Sayed Ahmed el Sherif and served under 
Nuri Pasha in fighting the Italians. Later settled in 
Alexandria, Egypt, as a merchant where, upon the 
outbreak of war, he assisted in the formation of the 
Libyan Arab Force, in which he served as an officer. 
In 1944 he became Mudir of El Abiar. and in 1945 
Oaimaqam Barce, where he remained until January 
1948 when he was appointed Naib Mutasarrif Ben¬ 
ghazi. In June 1949 he became Mustasarrif 
Benghazi. Member of the National Congress until 
its disbandment in March 1950. 

Experienced, not really intelligent but with 
abundant common sense, he is a practical man 
especially good on tribal affairs. Belongs to leading 
Benghazi family. An antagonist of Dmar Mansur 
Pasha, but loyal to the Amir 

Decoration—M.B.E. 
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16. Bakka bu Agheila 

Born 1898 in Battisti where he still lives. Is 
Mustashar of the Hasa tribe. Beduin, proud of his 
tribe and position. Poorly educated; comfortably 
off financially, inclined to use his position and in¬ 
fluence for personal or tribal ends. A supporter 
of the Senussi Amirate. Member of the Cyrenaican 
National Congress until its dissolution in 1950, and 
subsequently of the Amir’s Interim Advisory 
Committee. 

17. Beshir Megherby 

Born about 1922. Carries on business as a 
merchant in Benghazi. Educated at local schools. 
Belongs to a good merchant family. Speaks Italian. 
Has influence among the youth of the towns. Took 
prominent part in organising a “ Boy Scout ” section 
which was trained in subversive politics and 
terrorist tactics rather than Baden Powell's ideals. 
A shrewd and fanatical Libyan nationalist. Leading 
and extremist member of the National Club who 
has been foremost in criticism of the British 
Administration. Is privately critical of the Senussi 
family. Member of the Karaghla tribe. 

18. Bu Bakr bu Dhan (Sheikh) 

Born in 1885. Lives in Messa and is Mustashar 
of the Dorsa tribe. A supporter of the Senussi 
Amirate and one of the leading tribal Sheikhs. 
Forceful and critical character. A wise man who is 
not, however, universally popular among the Dorsa. 
A great talker, confident of his ability to hold his 
job and position. Nominated by the Amir in 
October 1950 to be a member of the Cyrenaican 
delegation to the Libyan Constituent Assembly. 

19. Buseif Yassin 

Born in 1905. Belongs to the Magharba tribe. 
Home in Agedabia but at present living in Derna. 
Appointed Naib Mutasarrif of Cyrene Sub-District 
in October 1949, promoted to be Mutasarrif of 
Derna District in May 1950. 

Beduin. A capable and intelligent official with an 
interest in the political history of the tribes. Inclined 
to be conservative in outlook, and a middle course 
man until the fortunes of the field are known. More 
the adviser than the administrator. Not universally 
popular. A supporter of the Senussi Amirate. 

20. Fathi Mansur el Kekhia 

Born 1905 in Benghazi, and belongs to the 
Karaghla tribe. At present living in Alexandria. 
A lawyer by profession. Son of Omar Mansur 
Pasha el Kekhia, former Prime Minister and leading 
Cyrenaican notable. Educated at the Ecole des 
Freres Alexandria between the years 1912-19. 
Later studied law in Paris, where he obtained his 
degree. Returned to Egypt where he practised law 
in Alexandria. In 1938 he married the daughter of 
an Egyptian notable, Mahmoud Khairi Pasha. He 
spent short periods in Cyrenaica in 1939 and 1943. 
In December 1947, as part of the Libyanisation 
programme, he was nominated as Deputy Legal 
Secretary to the British Administration. This 
appointment he declined. In April 1949 he also 
declined appointment as a member of the Cyrenaican 
Delegation to Lake Success. In July 1949 he was 
appointed Prime Minister designate with portfolios 
of Justice and Education in the Cyrenaican Govern¬ 
ment and accompanied His Highness the Amir to 
London in the same month. Subsequently he went 
to France, from where he resigned his appointment 
in November 1949. Later he returned to Egypt. 

Fathi el Kekhia enjoys only limited popularity in 
Cyrenaica, where many consider him to have become 
“ Egyptianised ” in conduct, character, manners, and 
mode of living. He speaks fluent French. 


21. Hussein Yasset bu Mazeq 

Born in 1916 in Cyrene. Belongs to the Barassa 
tribe. At present living in Benghazi. Educated at 
the Italian School, Cyrene. 7 derate in Arabic and 
Italian. Entered service of the Italian Administra¬ 
tion in 1930 and held various secretarial posts, 
reaching the rank of Secretary for Arab Affairs in 
1939. Appointed Mudir of Appollonia in 1941 and 
later in the same year Mudir of Cyrene. He held 
this post throughout successive occupations by Allied 
and Axis forces, and until 1945. Then transferred 
as Mudir of Tocra. Under the Libyanisation scheme* 
he was appointed Naib-Mutasarrif Cyrene in 1947 
thereby becoming the first Libyan to take charge of 
a sub-district under the British Administration, 
(1947-48). In February 1948 he became Naib 
Mutsarrif, Jebel District. In September 1949 he was 
appointed Minister of Agriculture and Forests in 
the new Cyrenaican Government, and in March 
1950 he was transferred to the post of Minister of 
Interior. He is trustworthy, tactful and a competent 
official who co-operates well with the British and is 
completely loyal to the Amir. 

22. Hussein Taller 

Born 1902 in Cyrene, member of the Hasa tribe. 
At present living in Barce. Literate in Arabic and 
Italian. In 1911 he was taken by Enver Pasha to 
Turkey, where he attended the Military College 
Istanbul. Entered the service of the Italian 
Administration in Cyrenaica in 1919, as Mudira 
Secretary (2nd class). Served the Italians throughout 
their campaigns against the Senussi until 1930. Was 
recommended for a bronze medal for military valour. 
From 1930-32 he was interned on suspicion of aiding 
the rebels. In 1934 he was reinstated and made 
Mudir of Gerdes el Gerrari where he remained until 
1941, when he was transferred as Mudir of Slonta. 
Prior to the first British occupation he rendered 
valuable assistance to British agents. On the British 
withdrawal he was again arrested and interned. 
Released by the second Occupation he then went 
to the Sudan as a refugee, returning to Cyrenaica in 
1943. In 1944 he was appointed Mudir of Beda 
Littoria, where he incurred the enmity of sections 
of the Barassa tribe for alleged partiality in alloca¬ 
tion of Ente farmsteads. Two attempts were made 
on his life. In 1947 he was transferred as Mudir of 
Barce. In July 1949, he was appointed by the Amir 
as Mutasarrif, Jebel District. 

A supporter of the Senussi Amirate and a protege 
of the Amir’s he is influential but not particularly 
efficient. He belongs to Omar Mansur Pasha’s party. 

23. Ibrahim Bey Shelhi 

Born 1900 in Ghifouta. Now living in Benghazi. 
A Berber by race. Entered the service of the Amir 
in 1919 when the latter was in Agedabia. Accom¬ 
panied His Highness to Egypt in 1923, and remained 
with him throughout his period of exile. Now con¬ 
tinues as his Private Secretary and general factotum. 
Conceited and unpopular (especially with the Senussi 
family), he enjoys the confidence of the Amir, with 
whom he exerts considerable influence of an un¬ 
healthy kind. 

24. Jarbua Abdul Jelil (Sheikh) 

Born 1883. Mustashar of the Abid Mansur tribe 
and lives at Tecnis. A hearty old Sheikh, not over¬ 
blessed with brains, but universally respected. Finan¬ 
cially well off. he is content with present circum¬ 
stances, and has no particular ideas or ambitions of 
his own for the country’s future. He was a member 
of the Cyrenaican National Congress until its dis¬ 
solution in 1950 and then of the Amir’s Interim 
Advisory Council. A supporter of the Senussi 
Amirate. 
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25. Keilani ei Atewish (Sheikh) 

Born in 1915. Lives in Agedabia and is Mustashar 
of the Magharba tribe. Son of Saleh Pasha el 
Auwish who was Governor of Agedabia and Sirtica 
in Turkish times, and a prominent leader in the 
resistance movement to the Italians. A member of 
the National Congress before its disbandment in 
March 1950. Nominated by the Amir in October 
1950 as one of the members of the Cyrenaican dele¬ 
gation to the Libyan Constituent Assembly. Reliable, 
sensible, and a supporter of the Senussi Amirate, he 
is greatly respected among the Magharba tribe. 


26. Khalil Omar el Qallal 

Born in Benghazi in 1895. Lives there and has 
also recently acquired property outside Tripoli. 
Member of the Qafi tribe. Fluent in Italian and by 
profession a Public Notary. Educated at Italian 
schools in Benghazi over the period 1912-16. He 
was later appointed a director of the Kuttab Centrale 
(Markaz el Kata’ti’b), and in 1936 he became a mem¬ 
ber of the Awqaf Committee. In 1938 he succeeded 
Dr. Ali Nur el Din Aneizi as Madir of the Awqaf 
(Moslem endowments). In the same year, the Italians 
appointed him “ Cavaliere.” From 1920 to 1940 he 
worked as an official interpreter, in conjunction with 
an Italian notary. During the successive British 
Occupations (1940-42), he rendered services as an 
interpreter. 

In January 1948 he became a member of the 
National Congress, and was elected as one of its 
two Secretaries. In May 1949, he was a member of 
the Cyrenaican delegation to Lake Success. In Sep¬ 
tember 1949 he was appointed Minister of Health in 
the new Cyrenaican Government, and in the same 
month again went to Lake Success as a member of 
the Cyrenaican delegation. Upon the appointment 
of Omar Mansur Pasha el Kekhia as Prime Minister 
in November 1949, Qallal resigned from the Cabinet. 
Nominated by the Amir in June 1950 as one of the 
Cyrenaican members of the Libyan Preparatory 
Committee. In October of the same year he was 
appointed a member of the Cyrenaican delegation 
to the Libyan Constituent Assembly, in the delibera¬ 
tions of which he subsequently played a leading part. 
Adherent to cause of federation. He accompanied 
the Libyan delegation to the Arab League in 
January 1951. 

Intelligent, well educated and progressive in out¬ 
look. Qallal has a considerable following among the 
intelligentsia of the towns, and particularly in the 
National Club, over whose members he exercises a 
moderating influence. His reputation is generally 
good, but he is disliked by the Omar Mansur Pasha 
group. 

27. Mansur Abu Shideiq (Sheikh) 

Born in 1903. Lives in Marawa and is Mustashar 
of the Barassa tribe. A leading tribal Sheikh of 
noble family—made an Omda on the death of his 
father who had been greatly respected. A supporter 
of the Senussi Amirate, of quiet and moderate per¬ 
sonality. Mansur was member of the National 
Congress until its disbandment in March 1950 and 
then a member of the Amir’s Interim Advisory 
Council. He is the recognised leader of the 
important Barassa tribe. 


28. Mubarek el Susi 

Born in 1905. Belongs to the Magharba tribe and 
lives partly in Agedabia and partly in Benghazi. A 
leading merchant and transport contractor who has 
influence in the Agedabia area. Business associate 
of Sayed Abu el Qassim el Senussi (see No. 5). Has 
prospered as a result of desert salvage activities. 
Intelligent and energetic. Associates with numerous 


of the leading dissidents of the National Club, 
though ostensibly a supporter of the Senussi 
Amirate. 

29. Muhammad Abd el Qader bu Breidan (Sheikh) 

Born 1916, lives in Mechili. Sheikh of the Obeidat 
Ghaith tribe and extremely influential in his section 
which is the biggest of the Obeidat tribe. His father 
was Mustashar of the Obeidat. Quiet, sincere, 
ambitious and a supporter of the Senussi Amirate. 
A committee member of the National Congress until 
its dissolution in March 1950, then a member of the 
Amir's Interim Advisory Council. 

30. Muhammad bu Dajaja 

Born 1905 in Benghazi. Home in Barce, at 
present living in Benghazi. Member of the Qasr 
Hamad tribe. Studied at the University Bucconi, 
Milan, 1924-26. but failed to obtain a degree in 
economics due to the curtailment of his studies. 
Literate in Arabic and Italian. In 1926 he was 
employed by the Banca d’ltalia Benghazi. In 1932, 
as a result of his public criticisms of Mussolini and 
the Fascist regime, he was tried by a Special Tribunal 
and sentenced to five years’ imprisonment. He 
served the full term. From 1937 to 1940 he was 
employed with the Censorzio Agrario. In October 
1940 he was again arrested and detained without 
trial—first in Benghazi Prison and then in Zuetina 
concentration camp. Released by the first British 
Occupation. From 1943 to 1945, he was Mayor of 
Barce. From 1945 to 1948, he was engaged on private 
business. In September 1949 he was appointed 
Minister of Finance in the new Cyrenaican Govern¬ 
ment. In March 1950 he additionally assumed the 
Education portfolio, which he only held, however, 
for four months—after which it was transferred to 
the Minister of Health. He is known to have 
retained a number of Italian contacts. He paid a 
visit to Italy in January 1951, the object of which 
has never been revealed. Shortly after his return he 
accompanied the Financial Adviser, Government of 
Cyrenaica, to London for discussions in connexion 
with the “ Grant-in-Aid.” 

Reasonable and intelligent, and a supporter of the 
Senussi Amirate, he enjoys considerable popularity in 
the towns. Considered to be a protege of Omar 
Mansur Pasha, but actually shows some independence 
of judgment and good common sense. 

31. Muhammad Gallieen Serghiwa 

Born 1908 in Dema. Home in Derna, but at 
present living in Benghazi. Member of the Misrati 
tribe (Derna). Well thought of by the Italians, whom 
he served in a number of administrative posts, becom¬ 
ing a Secretary for Arab Affairs, Class II. Mayor of 
Derna 1945-1948. Naib-Mutasarrif Tobruk from 
1949-1950. Appointed Director of Education in April 
1950. Intelligent and capable. Popular in the Derna 
area. A moderate, with progressive views, he is dis¬ 
liked by the present Prime Minister Muhammed 
Saqisli. Literate in Arabic and Italian. 

32. Muhammad Senussi el Saqisli 

Born 1885 in Benghazi. Member of the Sur 
Jaber tribe. Educated at a Turkish school in 
Benghazi. Became Secretary to Sayed Muhammad 
Idris during the latter’s negotiations with the Italians 
from 1919 U> 1923. Imprisoned by the Italians from 
1923-1929, and 1930-1934. After his release he 
became an official interpreter and lived quietly in 
Benghazi. Later he set up an office and became 
a Public Notary. He held no official position under 
the British Administration. In November 1949 he 
was appointed Minister of Justice in Omar Mansur 
Pasha’s cabinet, and in March 1950 he succeeded the 
Pasha as Prime Minister retaining the portfolio of 
Justice. During 1951 his popularity in the country 
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declined. He showed a tendency towards xeno¬ 
phobia and became somewhat difficult to deal with 
in the course of official relations. Intelligent and 
respected locally, he has however little influence with 
the tribes. Is a supporter of the Senussi Amirate 
and a close associate of Omar Mansur Pasha. Has 
a reputation for erudition in Arabic. 

33. Mustafa Ben Amer 

Born 1907 in Benghazi. Belongs to the Gzir tribe. 
Studied for many years at the El Azhar University in 
Cairo. Returned to Benghazi in 1944 and was 
employed in the Education Department of the British 
Administration. Resigned in 1947 in order to run a 
newspaper El Watan. Became President of the 
National Club in 1948, and took part in organising 
assistance to the Egyptian cause against Israel in 
1948-49. Elected to the Assembly of Representatives 
in June 1950 as one of the members for Benghazi 
town. An ardent Libyan nationalist and something 
of a xenophobist. 

34. Mustafa Omar el Astiar (Sheikh) 

Born 1902 in Soluch. At present living in 
Agedabia, but normal place of residence Soluch. A 
leading Sheikh of the important Awagir tribe, the 
second largest tribe in Cyrenaica. Member of a 
family who combined a leading tribal position with 
an administrative record under the Turkish and 
Italian Governments. He entered Government service 
in 1926 and was made Mudir in 1931. Served in this 
capacity in Maqrun, Ghemines, and Giardina until 
1949 when he was made Qaimaqam of Agedabia 
District. In April 1950 he became Naib Mutasarrif 
of Agedabia. 

Highly esteemed by the Ibrahim and Mtewa 
sections of the Awagir. Has a reputation for 
treachery and double dealing. 

35. Omar Bey Fa>ek Sheneib 

Born 1890 in Derna. Family comes from Zliten 
in Tripolitania. Lives in Benghazi. Educated at the 
Ottoman school in Derna. After a few years under 
the Italians, Omar Bey emigrated to Syria, where he 
obtained employment as a Government clerk and 
married a Syrian. He was secretary of the Tripoli- 
tanian-Cyrenaican Defence Committee. At the out¬ 
break of war he offered his services to Saved Idris el 
Senussi. and was appointed by him as Private 
Secretary. He was given the honorary rank of Yuz- 
bashi in the Libyan Arab Force and later became 
Honorary Major. After the Axis forces had been 
driven from Libya, he engaged in local politics, 
advocating Independence and the establishment of a 
Cyrenaican National Government. He contributed 
articles to the Arabic press. In April 1949 he was 
selected as a member of the Cyrenaican Delegation to 
put the country’s case before the United Nations at 
Lake Success. In August 1949 he headed the second 
Delegation to Lake Success. In January 1950 he 
resigned from his post as Private Secretary to the 
Amir. In June 1950 he was appointed Rais Diwan, 
and nominated by the Amir as one of the Cyrenaican 
representatives on the Libyan Preparatory Committee. 

In October 1950 Sheneib was appointed by the 
Amir as one of the Cyrenaican delegates to the 
Libyan Constituent Assembly. He became, in fact, 
the leader of the Cyrenaican delegation and was a 
member of the deputation sent by the Assembly to 
Cairo in January 1951 to correct misrepresentations 
and to explain the Libyan case before the Arab 
League. In March 1951 he was appointed Minister 
of Defence in the first Libyan Federal Government. 

Egoistic, erratic, fluent orator in Arabic. Some 
influence in Derna. Decoration: King’s Medal (New 
Year’s Honours List 1947). 


36. Omar Mansur Pasha el Kekhia 

Born 1879 in Benghazi where he now lives. Head 
of the Karaghla tribe. Educated in Benghazi and 
Turkey. In 1899 he took up his first official appoint¬ 
ment as Assistant Private Secretary to the Mutasarrif 
of Benghazi, remaining as such until 1904 when he 
was appointed Qaimaqam (1st Grade) of Jalo. Held 
this post until 1907. After the establishment of the 
Ottoman Constitution in 1909, he was elected to 
represent Cyrenaica in the Ottoman Parliament in 
Constantionople. 

Between 1912-18 he spent most of his time in 
Egypt. At first he assisted Sayed Ahmed Sherif 
who was directing resistance to the Italians, but later 
he collaborated and in 1920 he was appointed 
Adviser to the Governor of Cyrenaica, (De Martino). 
He played a big part in bringing about the Italo- 
Senussi agreement at El Abiar in June 1921, which 
amended the El Regima accord. 

With the death of De Martino (1922) Omar Pasha 
fell from favour and then began a series of exiles 
which lasted from 1923 to 1945: — 

(a) From 1923 to 1928 he was exiled to Sicily, 
after a charge that he had failed to inform 
the Italian Government of Sayed Muhammad 
Idris’s intention to flee to Egypt. 

( b ) From 1929 to 1936, exiled to the island of 
Ustica off the Italian coast by Graziani. 

(c) From 1940 to 1945, exiled to Rome by 

Graziani. 

After his return to Benghazi (1945), he held no 
position under the British Administration, but was 
appointed Rais of the Amir’s Diwan, (Grand 
Chamberlain). In 1948, on behalf of the Amir, he 
undertook a special journey to the U.N.O. Assembly 
in Paris, the object being to off-set the influence of 
Beshir Bey Saadawi who had been active on the 
part of the Libya Liberation Committee in Egypt. 

In November 1949 he was appointed Prime 
Minister of the Government of Cyrenaica. In March 
1950 he resigned at the suggestion of the Amir and 
as a result of local opposition to his arbitrary and 
out-of-date methods. He was awarded a pension for 
his services by the Cyrenaican Government. 

Awarded the decree of Pasha by Sultan Abdel 
Hamid in 1909. Speaks a little French as well as 
Arabic and Turkish. Unpopular among a consider¬ 
able body of the younger and progressive element, 
nevertheless he is still the leading personality in 
Cyrenaica after the Amir. 

A supporter of the Senussi Amirate. 

Decorations—The Grand Cordon, (awarded by 
the Italians to only one other Cyrenaican). Knight 
of the Grand Cross, (awarded by the Italians to no 
other Libyan). Numerous Ottoman decorations. 


37. Rashid Mansur el Kekhia 

Born 1899 in Benghazi where he now lives. Mem¬ 
ber of the Karaghla tribe. Brother of Omar Mansur 
Pasha. He was arrested by the Italians after the 
first British Occupation, charged by them with 
activities in support of the British, and sent to Italy 
for internment. Repatriated in 1946. his activities 
were for some time confined to his property interests. 
Recently he began to have political aspirations and 
became a member of the Benghazi Municipal 
Council. In June 1950 he was elected to the 
Assembly of Representatives as one of the members 
for Benghazi town. A shrewd and capable business 
man with influence among the town notables, he is a 
supporter of the Senussi Amirate, and has been nom¬ 
inated by the Amir as one of the Cyrenaican repre¬ 
sentatives on the Libyan Preparatory Committee. 
He is in addition President of ihe Assembly of 
Representatives. 
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38. Saadallah Bey Ibu Saud Kologlu 

Born 1886 in Benghazi where he now lives. 
Resided previously for many years in Istanbul. 
Belongs to a family of Ibn Saud of Derna which 
migrated to Cyrenaica late in the 18th century, and 
which has provided the Ottoman, Italian and British 
regimes with a number of officials. Before the Italian 
invasion of 1911, he became an official of the Otto¬ 
man Government, whom he served at one time as 
Qaumaqam of Cyrene. In 1916 he emigrated to 
Turkey where he was appointed Governor of a 
“ Vilayet ” in Asia Minor. After ten years’ employ¬ 
ment as a Turkish Government official, he returned 
to Cyrenaica in June 1949 at the request of the Amir 
to take up an appointment in the new Government of 
Cyrenaica. He was Minister of Interior from Sep¬ 
tember 1949 to November 1949 when he became 
Minister of Health. In July 1950 he was also made 
Minister of Education. 

A rather garrulous and tedious personality of the 
old school of Ottoman functionaries, but of sincere 
character. A supporter of the Senussi Amirate. 

39. Saleh Buesir 

Born in Benghazi in 1923, member of the Awaghir 
tribe. Is engaged in commerce. Educated at Arab 
and Italian schools in Benghazi until 1937, when he 
went to A1 Az'*ar University in Cairo to complete his 
education. Remained in Egypt till 1944 when he 
returned to Cyrenaica. Became editor of the Banja 
cl Gidida (British-sponsored Arab newspaper) which 
position he held from 1944 until his resignation in 
1949. Without tribal or family influence he has 
achieved prominence as a leader of the younger 
progressives. In June 1950 he was elected to the 
Assembly of Representatives as member for the 
Awaghir (Mtawa), and soon showed himself to be 
one of its more vocal and active members. In 
January 1951 he was press secretary to the delega¬ 
tion from the Libyan Constituent Assembly which 
went to Cairo to explain the Libyan case before 
the Arab League. 

Although a supporter of the Senussi Amirate he 
is best described as a progressive nationalist, and 
he has set himself against the Amir’s circle of 
advisers, and in particular Omar Mansur Pasha the 
ex-Prime Minister. Witty and astute, he is the only 
Cyrenaican who can claim to be a journalist in the 
professional sense of the word. He has connexions 
in Egypt, which country he visits frequently. Speaks 
rather halting English and a similar amount of 
Italian. 

40. Taher el Asbali (Sheikh) 

Born about 1885. Lives in Barce. A leading 
Sheikh of the Orfa Salatna tribe. Imprisoned by the 
Italians he later went into exile. Has been an 
honorary adviser on tribal affairs to the Administra¬ 
tion since 1943. Argumentative, but sound at heart 
and a supporter of the Senussi Amirate. Increasing 
years now make him not quite so clear as he tries 
to appear. 

41. Tewfik Nuri el Barqawi 

Born 1902 in Benghazi, a member of the Aqib 
tribe. Educated in Benghazi during the Turkish 
regime. When the Italian occupation took place he 
went to Turkey, but later returned and joined the 
tribesmen fighting the Italians. In 1929 he was 
arrested by the Italians, and subsequently he spent 
two years interned at Benina. When he was released 
he again went to Turkey where he applied for, and 
was granted, Turkish nationality. Travelled widely 
in the Middle East and returned to Cyrenaica in 
1945. Became proprietor of a small Arabic news¬ 
paper El Jebel el Akhdar until shortly before his 
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appointment in October 1949 as Naib-Mutasarrif of 
Kufra Oases. Transferred from Kufra in November 
1950 to be Naib-Mutasarrif of Benghazi. A sup¬ 
porter of the Senussi Amirate and or the British. 

42. Yassin el Mabri (Sheikh) 

Born about 1892. Lives in Tobruk and is Omda 
of the Obeidat Mariam and Mayor of Tobruk. A 
Beduin Sheikh with considerable influence in the 
Tobruk area owing to his good tribal standing and 
the money which he has made out of desert salvage 
since the war. A leader in the resistance to the 
Italian colonisation. Strong and determined per¬ 
sonality without much learning or intellect. A 
supporter of the Senussi Amirate who leans to 
support of the Ahmed Sherif lineage (descendants of 
the second son of the Grand Senussi). 

43. Suleiman Raqraq (Sheikh) 

Born about 1885. Lives in Sidi Mahuis (El Abiar). 
One of the most important Sheikhs of the Awaghir 
tribe. Took part in the resistance to the Italians. A 
member of the Administrative Committee of the 
National Congress prior to its dissolution in March 
1950. A supporter of the Senussi Amirate with lean¬ 
ings towards the Ahmed Sherif lineage. A talkative 
personality. 

44. Hag Yussef Khalifa Bey Lengi 

Born 1890 in Benghazi. Member of the Shweikhat 
tribe. Related (by marriage) to Omar Mansur Pasha 
el Kekhia. Wealthiest merchant in the territory, 
having made a fortune out of livestock contracts with 
the Italians during the war, and subsequently from 
sheep exports. Commands respect among the Arab 
notables and has influence with the Amir. Subsidised 
Cyrenaican Delegation to the session in September 

1949 of the United Nations at Lake Success, and has 
a reputation for generosity in matters affecting 
national aspirations. Displays only limited intelli¬ 
gence in political affairs, but has a flair for furthering 
his own interests. 

A supporter of the Senussi Amirate. Influential 
member of the former National Congress Administra¬ 
tive Committee. A partner in Cyrenaica Enterprises 
Company (local contractors). Appointed Mayor of 
Benghazi in October 1949. 

45. Munir Awad Massaud el Baaba 

Born in Benghazi in 1919. Educated in the Kuttab 
school until the age of 10, then at the Italian and 
Arab Elementary school until the age of 16. Went to 
E! Azhar University, Cairo, in 1936, and passed the 
Secondary third class examination. Joined the 
Libyan Arab Force in October 1940. Six months 
later transferred to the Cyrenaican Police and went 
to Palestine and Eritrea for training. In 1941 joined 
the 4th Battalion Libyan Arab Force, then in August 
1943 the Cyrenaica Defence Force with the rank of 
Shawish (Sergeant). In 1945 he resigned from the 
Cyrenaica Defence Force and joined the British 
Military Administration as a clerk in the Supplies 
Department. Resigned in 1949. Local rumour 
questioned the integrity of his dealings with various 
merchants. In October 1949 he became Secretary 
to the Minister of Finance. In March 1950 he 
became Director of Press and Information, Cyren¬ 
aican Government. Upon the establishment of the 
Cvrenaican Assembly of Representatives in June 

1950 he was elected as Secretary to the Assembly. 

Appointed by the Prime Minister, Muhammad 

Saqisly, as Cyrenaican representative on the Legal 
Affairs Sub-Committee of the Libyan Co¬ 
ordinating Committee in February 1951. 

President of the Youth League, he is an ardent 
supporter of the Amir’s regime, a protege of Omar 
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Mansur Pasha (to whom he is related), and has some 
influence with the town notables. He is not averse 
to the British. 

46. Maiimoud bu llidnia (Sheikh) 

Bom about 1895. An influential tribal Sheikh of 
the Agedabia area. Was active in the resistance to 
the Italians from 1911, when he was 16, until he 
finally went to Egypt in 1928. In 1940 he was one 
of tne Sheikhs at the council which determined on 
the raising of the Senussi forces and assisted in the 
recruiting. He returned to Cyrenaica in May 1943. 
Was a member of the National Congress until its dis¬ 
bandment in March 1950, and in June of the same 
year was appointed by the Amir to be one of the 
Cyrenaican representatives on the Libyan Preparatory 
Committee. He is literate in Arabic, and a good 
tribal representative with sensible ideas. 

47. Renato Tciuba 

Born in Tripoli in 1894. A Libyan Jew. Lives in 
Benghazi and carries on business as a merchant. 
President of the Jewish community from 1942 to 1948 
when he resigned owing to ill-health. Was the only 
minorities representative to be a member of the 
National Congress until its dissolution in March 1950. 
Held in universal respect. A sincere and honest 
character, he is moderate in outlook and reasonable 
in argument. Although still regarded as the senior 
member of the Jewish community, his activities are 
now almost exclusivly devoted to his business 
interests. 

48. Abdel Aziz Bey Hamzawi 

Born about 1893, of Egyptian nationality. Lives in 
Benghazi. Educated at Cairo and London univer¬ 
sities. Joined the Finance Department of the British 
Military Administration in 1943, becoming Head¬ 
quarters Treasurer. In October 1948 he accompanied 
Omar Mansur Pasha el Kekhia (then Rais Diwan to 
H.H. the Amir), on a special mission to the Four 
Powers Foreign Minister’s Conference in Paris. In 
December 1949 he was appointed acting Head of the 
Amir’s Diwan, after Omar Pasha had become Prime 
Minister. He has an engaging personality, and is 
urbane and intelligent. Speaks fluent English. 

49. Wahbi el Btiri (Dr.) 

Born in Alexandria in 1914, family came from 
Misurata. Educated at Egyptian primary and Italian 
secondary schools. Finally studied at the Oriental 
Institute in Naples and obtained a degree in Political 
Science. Visited Benghazi in 1933 and was forbidden 
bv the Egyptian Government to return to Egypt on 
account of his pro-Italian activities. Held various 
posts under the Italians in Cyrenaica. Applied for 
and was granted special Italian citizenship. Was then 
transferred to the Italian Legation in Algiers. Em¬ 
ployed by the Italian Ministry of Propaganda during 
the war, and became secretary to the Grand Mufti. 
Returned with him to Egypt after the end of the war 
where he had contacts with the Arab League. The 
Amir was favourably impressed with him, sponsored 
his return to Cyrenaica, and appointed him assistant 
Rais Diwan at the end of 1947. Went to Cairo in 
January 1951 with the delegation from the Libyan 
Constituent Assembly to explain the Libyan case to 
the Arab League. 

Is now Master of Ceremonies in the Diwan. A 
quiet personality, he is cultured and sensible with a 
“ continental ” outlook. A moderate supporter of the 
British connexion. Speaks fluent Italian and good 
French. 

50. Taya el Bijou 

Member of an influential Benghazi family (Bellala). 
Born 1912. Educated Benghazi schools. Literate in 


Italian and Arabic. Entered service of Italian 
Government in 1935, reaching rank of Mudir. Left 
Government employ on outbreak of war and re¬ 
mained in Benghazi. Appointed Mudir of Sidi Rafia 
(Beda Littorioj in 1948. Promoted to Qairaaqam 
Benghazi District, April 1950. Nominated by the 
Amir as member of the Assembly of Representatives 
in June 1950, and as a Cyrenaican representative on 
the Libyan Preparatory Committee. In October 
1950 he was made a member of the Cyrenaican 
delegation to the Libyan Constituent Assembly. 

Sensible and progressive, but inclined to be 
influenced by stronger personalities. 

51. Saved Abdullah Abed el Senussi 

Born 1908 in Kufra. Member of the Abed branch 
of the Senussi family, and a cousin of the Amir. 
Lived for many years in the French Sudan, returning 
to Cyrenaica in 1948. He is commercially, rather 
than politically, minded and has formed a company 
to carry out road contracting work. This is at 
present his main field of activity but he is ready to 
branch out into any line which offers a possibility 
of making money. In 1950, while visiting Italy, he 
gave a press interview in which he stated that one 
of the objects of his visit was to initiate economic 
collaboration between Italy and Libya. This caused 
annoyance to the Amir, who is critical of Sayed 
Abdullah and finds his commercial methods, as well 
as the example set by them to other members of the 
family, embarassing. 

Avaricious but shrewd, he is not generally liked. 

52. Ali Nur el Din el Aneizi 

Born in Benghazi, 1904. Belongs to the Awagir- 
Baragtha tribe. Commenced his education at Tur¬ 
kish and Italian schools in Benghazi and then spent 
a number of years studying in Italy, finally obtaining 
the degree of Doctor of Economic and Commercial 
Science in 1930, having specialised in colonial affairs. 
Returned to Benghazi in 1931 and entered the ser¬ 
vice of the Italian Government, being appointed in 
1935 “Consiglere Administratore ” of the Awqaf 
which had been re-established by the Italians. He 
held this post until 1941 when he retreated to Egypt 
with the British. Returned to Benghazi in 1944 and 
was appointed adviser to the Supplies Department 
of the British Military Administration. In 1945, 
when he returned to Egypt to fetch his family, he 
was offered a job in the Press Section of the Arab 
League which he accepted and remained in Cairo. 
He also became a member of the Libvan Liberation 
Committee, and was one of the delegation which this 
Committee sent to Lake Success in the spring of 
1949. 

During the whole of the six years he spent with 
the Arab League he kept in close contact with 
Libyan officials and affairs, entertaining and arrang¬ 
ing introductions for notables and politicians when 
they visited Cairo. In February 1951, shortly after 
he had visited Benghazi and had an audience with 
the Amir, he resigned from his post with the Arab 
League, explaining publicly that his reason for doing 
so was the League’s opposition to Federation in 
Libya. In the following month he returned with his 
family to Benghazi, and in May was nominated one 
of the Libyan representatives on the committee set 
up to deal with the question of Libyan currency. 

He is a brother-in-law of Ali Bey Jerbi, the Libyan 
Federal Foreign Minister (see No. 13). 

53. Hamed el Abeidi 

Bom Dcma about 1915. Son of Ali Pasha el 
Abeidi and his probable heir as head of the Abeidat 
tribe. Attended local schools and then went to 
Egypt to study at the A1 Azhar University. Joined 
the Libyan Arab Force in 1941 and entered Govern- 
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merit service in 1945. Was Naib Mudir of Derna in 
1945 and promoted as Mayor of Barce in 1947. 
From Barce he was again promoted to be Qaimaqam 
of Tobruk in 1949. " Posted as Naib-Mutasarrif to 
Kufra in November 1950 as a disciplinary measure 
after he had attempted to stir up trouble among the 
Abeidat Sheikhs—the tribe being, he considered, 
inadequately represented on the Cyrenaican delega¬ 
tion to the Libyan Constituent Assembly. He 
refused to accept this posting and resigned from the 
Cyrenaican Civil Service. 

Intelligent and capable but inclined to be indolent 
and overshadowed by his father (see No. 12). 
Respected by rural elements on account of his 
family. A follower of the National Association in 
Derna. 

54. Hamid Ibrahim el Shweihdi 

Born in Benghazi (Berka) 1912. A member of 
the Karaghla tribe. Educated at local Italo/Arab 
schools. ^Entered the Italian administration as a 
teacher in 1933 and was first posted to Jalo. Later 
he was transferred to schools in Benghazi. From 
1940 until 1943 he was a clerk in the Sharia Court, 
Benghazi. In 1944 he entered the Education Depart¬ 
ment of the British Military Administration and was 
posted as a teacher to Berka School. In 1948 he 
was promoted inspector of Schools, Jebel District. 
With the establishment of the Cyrenaican Govern¬ 
ment he was, in 1950, recalled to Benghazi and 
appointed Chief Inspector of Schools. In February 
1951 he was appointed by the Prime Minister, 
Muhammad Saqisly, as a Cyrenaican member of the 
General Administrative Sub-Committee of the 
Libyan Co-ordinating Committee. 

As a teacher he showed only moderate ability. 
He has the reputation with the British staff of being 
inefficient and an intriguer, but he is trusted by the 
Prime Minister. He has considerable political ambi¬ 
tion and professes great loyalty to the Senussi. 

55. Muhammad Bu Rahayem 

Born in Cyrenaica, 1903. Member of the Bu Jazia 
section of the Abeidat tribe. Educated first in 
Cyrenaica and then sent by Anwar Pasha to study at 
the Turkish Military Academy in Constantinople. 
He obtained a commission in the Turkish Army. 
During the 1914-18 war he was captured by the 
British and spent some time in a Prisoner of* War 
Camp. In 1939 he was in Egypt, and when the 
Libyan Arab Force was formed he joined it as an 
Arab officer. In 1941 he was captured by the 
Germans and sent to Berlin where he remained until 
being released by the Allied Forces. Upon release 
he returned to Egypt where he was offered a job by 
the Arab League, which he declined. He returned 
to Benghazi from Egypt in October 1949 and 
obtained a post in the Sharia Court. A year later 
he was nominated by the Amir as one of the 
Cyrenaican delegates to the Libyan Constituent 
Assembly. Locally respected, he speaks fluent 
Italian, German, French and Turkish, in addition to 
Arabic. 

56. Mustafa Ahmed Ben Halim 

Born in Egypt in 1920, son of Derna merchant 
who emigrated to Egypt in the early days of the 
Italian occupation of Cyrenaica. Family was 
originally from Zliten, Tripolitania. Educated at 
Egyptian elementary and secondary schools. 
Graduated from Fouad el Awal University with a 
B.Sc. in civil engineering. Obtained a post with a 
firm of Egyptian contracting engineers. His family 
remained in touch with Cyrenaica, and Mustafa ben 
Halim paid periodical visits to Derna, where his 
cousin Abdel Hamid ben Halim is a prominent mem¬ 
ber of the National Association. In July 1950 he 


was appointed Minister of Works and Communica¬ 
tions in the Cyrenaican Government. Visited 
London together with the Minister of Finance in 
February 1951 for discussions in connexion with the 
Grant-in-Aid. 

He has a quiet, tactful and agreeable manner. He 
is on good terms with Ibrahim Bey Shelhi, Secretary 
to the Amir (see No. 23). Since his appointment to 
the Cyrenaican Cabinet his interest in local political 
activity has been slight and no undue bias in favour 
of Egypt has been noticeable. He speaks English, 
French and Italian. 

57. Suleiman Sami el Jerbi 

Born in Derna, 1907. Member of the Tawajir 
tribe. Educated in Italian schools in Benghazi and 
Alexandria. From 1929 until 1932 he worked in an 
Italian bank in Alexandria. After this he entered 
Italian Government service and in 1936 became 
Secretary for Arab Affairs at the Italian Consulate 
in Solium—later transferring to Alexandria. While in 
Egypt he acted as an Italian agent and was made 
a Chevalier of the Italian Colonial Order of the Star 
of Italy. At the outbreak of war with Italy in 1940 
he was sent, without much option, to Rome where he 
was employed by the Ministry of Popular Culture 
as a translator and Arab propagandist. His broad¬ 
casts were of a moderate nature. He returned to 
Cyrenaica in 1945, and in 1946 obtained a post as 
clerk in the Public Information Office, eventually 
rising to the position of administrative officer. In 
October 1950 he was appointed by the Amir to the 
Libyan Constituent Assembly as a delegate for 
Cyrenaica, and in December 1950 he became secre¬ 
tary of the delegation. 

A brother of Ali Bey Jerbi, the Libyan Federal 
Foreign Minister, he is able and intelligent, primarily 
a civil servant rather than a politician. He speaks 
Greek and excellent Italian, English and French. 

58. Yussef Muhammad Ben Katu 

Born 1906 in Benghazi. A senior member of the 
Yedder (Benghazi) tribe. Educated in Benghazi 
primary school and then sent to study in Naples 
where he remained from 1922 to 1925, in which year 
he acquired a diploma in accountancy. Returned to 
Benghazi in 1926 and obtained a post as an inter¬ 
preter in the Land Registry. He resigned from this 
in 1932 and was then unemployed until 1936 when 
he was appointed to the Department of Statistics. In 
1937 the Italians made him a “Cavaliere.” In the 
following year he went to teach Arabic at the Italian 
School in Tangier, and is believed during this time 
also to have acted as an Italian propaganda agent. 
On his return to Benghazi in 1939 he was promoted 
Secretary of Arab Affairs and in the following year 
posted to the Italian Legation in Jedda. He Qnly 
remained there a few months as the climate affected 
his health and he then returned to Benghazi to work 
in the Italian Directorate of Political Affairs. He 
was awarded a further decoration, the Silver Star. 

From 1942 until 1944 he was interned in Egypt, 
and his name featured on the Eighth Army Black 
List until 1946. In 1947 he was given employment 
as a finance officer with the Civil Supplies Depart¬ 
ment of the British Administration, but he resigned 
early in 1948. At the end of 1949 he was appointed 
as an accountant officer with the Auditor-General’s 
Department, Government of Cyrenaica, and early in 
1950 became secretary to the Cyrenaican National 
Congress. A few months later, however, he resigned 
from Government service—alledgedly on account of 
ill-health. He held no further public position until 
February 1951, when he was appointed by the Prime 
Minister, Muhammad Saqisly, to the Finance Sub- 
Committee of the Libyan Co-ordinating Committee 
as Cyrenaican representative. 
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Ben Katu’s general popularity has been limited on 
account of his Italian background and “ Europ¬ 
eanised ” bearing. In Benghazi town, however, he 
enjoys a certain amount of influence and respect. 
He is intelligent and presentable, and regarded as 
able and sensible by the Cyrenaican Ministers. The 
Amir, however, is inclined to mistrust him. Speaks 
fluent Italian and French and is not unfriendly 
towards the British connexion. 

59. Saved Muliy el Din Ahmed el Sherif el Senussi 

Second son of the former head of the Senussi 
order. Ahmed el Sherif. Born 1906 in Kufra. 
Studied at Koranic Schools in Kufra, Jarabub and in 
the Hedjaz. Brother-in-law of the Amir, and a 
respected member of the Senussi family. Mild 
mannered and of a quiet disposition, he is a mer¬ 
chant and lives at Feihat, Benghazi. 


APPENDIX A to No. 10 

The Tribes of Cyrenaica 

(i) The Benghazi Tribes 

Approx. Senior 

Tribe strength member(s) 


Karaghla ... 

.. 9,000 

Hag Rashid el Kekhia 
Suleiman Sallabi. 

Qasr Hamed 

.. 7,000 

Muhammad Ibrahim 
Mueiua 

Ali Zwawa 

Qzir 

.. 3,000 

Muhammad Ben Amer 

Shweikhat ... 

.. 5,000 

Ahmed Zwie 

Yussef Bey Lenghi 

Sur Jaber ... 

.. 2,000 

Senussi Rayid 

A1 Aqib ... 

.. 3,000 

Abdel Salam Bseikri 

Kawafi 

.. 5,000 

Khalil el Qallal 

Yedder 

.. 4,000 

Ali Bey Jauda 

Ali Belqassem Fellag 
Yussef Ben Katu 

Ballala 

.. 4,000 

Taya el Bijou 

Zammura ... 

.. 2,000 

Muhammad Senussi 
Jiaber 

Hag Saad Hueu 

Khaddam Zarruq 

(Mrabtin) 

.. 3,000 

Muhammad el Fellah 

(ii) The Harabi Tribes (Eastern Cyrenaica) 

Abeidat/Ghaith 


Sh. Muhammad Abdel 
Qader bu Breidan 

Abeidat/Mansur 

► 50,000 

Sh. Senussi Abdel Said 
el Atrash 

Abeidat/Mariam 


Sh. Yassin el Mabri 

Hasa 

.. 10,000 

Sh. Bakkar bu Agheila 

Barassa . 

.. 25,000 

Sh. Mansur bu Shideik 

Dorsa 

.. 25,000 

Sh. Bu Bakr bu Dhan 


(iii) The Jibama (Baragith) Tribes (Western Cyrenaica) 


Awaghir/Sdeidi 
Awaghir/Mtawa > 

Awaghir/Ibrahim __ 

Magharba. 

El Abid . 

Orfa/Torsh... 'I 

Orfa/Salatna j 


28,000 

20,000 

12,000 

12,000 


Sh. Abdel Hamid el 
Abbar 


Sh. Keilani el Ateiwish 
Sh. Jarbua Abdel Jelil 

Sh. Said bu Belqassim 


(iv) The Mrabtin Tribes 




Approx 

Senior 

Tribe 


strength 

members) 

Mnefa 

Ghetaan ... 
Fuakhir 

■> 

> 20,000 


.others 

J 




N.B .—The tribal strengths given above are rough 
estimates only. 


APPENDIX B to No. 10 


The Cyrenaican Ministries since September 1949 


(0 September-November 1949 


(*)Dr. Fathi Bey Mansur el 
Kekhia 


Sayed Saadalla Ibn Saud 
Sayed Ali Assad Jerbi ... 

Sayed Muhammad bu 

Da j aja 

OSayed Khalil el Qallal ... 
Sayed Hussein Maziq ... 


Prime Minister with 
portfolios of Justice, 
Defence and Educa¬ 
tion 
Interior 

Public Works and Com¬ 
munications 
Finance 

Public Health 
Agriculture and Forests 


(*) Resigned, November 1949 


(ii) November 1949-March 1950 

( 2 )Omar Mansur Pasha el Prime Minister, with 
Kekhia portfolio of Interior 

Sayed Ali Assad Jerbi ... Public Works and 

Communications 

Sayed Muhammad bu Finance 
Dajaja 

Sayed Saadallah Ibn Health 
Saud 

Sayed Hussein Maziq ... Agriculture and Forests 
Sayed MuhammadSaqisli Justice 

( 2 ) P.M. and Cabinet resigned, March 1950 


(iii) March 1950-July 1950 


Say^d Muhammad Saqisli 

Sayed Ali Assad Jerbi ... 

Sayed Muhammad bu 
Dajaja 

Sayed Saadallah Ibn 
Saud 

Sayed Hussein Maziq ... 

Sayed Abdel Qader el 
Allam 

(iv) July 

Sayed M uhammad Saqisli 

Sayed Mustafa ben 
Halim 

Sayed Muhammad bu 
Dajaja 

Sayed Saadallah Ibn 
Saud 

Sayed Hussein Maziq ... 

Sayed Abdel Qader el 
Allam 


Prime Minister, with 
portfolio of Justice 
Public Works and Com¬ 
munications 
Finance and Education 

Health 

Interior 

Agriculture and Forests 


1950- 

Prime Minister, with 
portfolio of Justice 
Public Works and Com¬ 
munications 
Finance 

Health and Education 
Interior 

Agriculture and Forests 
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